Celebrating the Birth of Christ PowerPoint Script
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The Birth of Jesus Christ
2
Video- A Savior is Born

https://www.mormon.org/christmas?cid=HP_SU_11-29-
2015_dMIS_fSPC_xLIDyL1-A_ 
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Old Testament vs Book of Mormon Prophesy

The majority of the prophecies of Christ in the Old Testament are prophecies of the Second Coming in Glory, not of Jesus’ earthly mission.  Most of the Old Testament prophecies of a coming Messiah are subtle and indirect.
The Book of Mormon, on the other hand, gives clear teachings of Christ's earthly mission.  The Book of Mormon tells us about the mission of John the Baptist, that the Messiah would preach, heal the sick, raise the dead, the blind would receive their sight and He would be killed and would rise from the dead, that he would be called "Christ," and even that his mother's name would be "Mary."

Sometimes we wrongly fault the Jews of Jesus’ time for not understanding the prophecies or for confusing those of His Second Coming with those of His first coming.  We need to understand that some of the plain and precious truths were removed from the Old Testament (such as 8 chapters of Genesis which are now the Book of Moses in the Pearl of Great Price, the Old Testament) and some scripture has been altered.  The Messiah they hoped for was not a lowly peasant of questionable birth, but a glorified being who would liberate them from their enemies.
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 When Was Jesus Born?
Since the early 20th century, many Mormons have thought they knew the exact date of the first Christmas. Elder James E. Talmage, an apostle of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, published a book in 1915 titled "Jesus the Christ," in which he wrote, "We believe that Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem of Judea, April 6, B.C. 1."  Elder Talmage didn't just randomly make up this date. He took it from Section 20 of the Doctrine and Covenants.

Question: 
Do Latter-day Saints believe Jesus was born 1830 years before the Church's organization on 6 April 1830? 


Answer: 

Members and leaders of the Church have been of varying opinions on this 
topic. It is not a matter of great consequence in Latter-day Saint worship. Detailed
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The Meridian of Time


Christ came at the Meridian of Time.  That would indicate he was born in 
the center of a certain time period.  If the time period is 7,000 years, was he 
born at the 3,500 mark?  No.  He was born closer to the year 4,000.  The 
Millennial Reign will be 1,000 years and at then at the end of the 7th 
thousand years Satan will be loosed.  The true new beginning will be at 8,000 
years so Christ came  at the Meridian of Time.


Christ was born at a critical time to carry out the Atonement.  It was a time of 
personal instability but public stability.  Under Roman Law, International 
language, increased travel and independence.  20% of the Roman Empire was 
Jewish but only 25% of all the Jews lived in Palestine.  No other place or 
people in the world that viewed themselves a pure and separate.  Palestine 
was the only place where people could understand Christ's mission.


Palestine was in a period of Apostasy - there had been no prophet for 400 
years.  Prophesy was punishable by death.  Greek culture was the popular 
culture of the day. Hebrew was only used when reading the Torah and had 
disappeared as a spoken language.  Most Jews spoke Greek.  Those in Galilee 
spoke mainly Aramaic.


Julius Caesar died 44 years before Christ was born, but it could be argued 
that he was, in a sense, a forerunner for Christ.  He allowed Jews religious 
freedom in the Roman Empire.  He allowed Jews to build synagogues 
anywhere in the Roman Empire and to worship their one God, excluding all 
other gods.  He made the persecution of Jews punishable under the law.  He 
allowed the Jews to follow their Sabbath laws.  It was Caesar who appointed 
Herod the Great as the King of the Jews.  Under Herod, enormous wealth 
flowed into Judea.  Herod started a building program in an effort to become 
the Rome of the East.  Economic prosperity allowed the Jews more time to 
study the Torah.


The Meridian of Time was carefully orchestrated so that Christ could be born 
in obscurity, protected during his youth, have the freedom to preach and set 
up His Church, speak the international language, prepare his followers to take 
His Church to the world.  Most importantly He could perform the requirements 
of the Atonement - His suffering encounter with Satanic forces in the Garden 
of Gethsemane, His arrest, trial in both Jewish and Roman court, crucifixion 
and death - the required price to cover our sins.
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Chief Priests & Sadducees: 


 At the time of Christ the High Priests, or also called the Chief Priests, were no 
longer from the patriarchal order of the Priesthood of Aaron but selected by 
Rome for political favors. They were the wealthy, noble families and had 
political control over the lives of the Jews.  The Sadducees originally were 
Zadokites (tzaddoki) or wise, spiritual leaders holding the Aaronic priesthood.  
They lived around the temple and controlled all temple sacrifices and handling 
of money. They set up a very lucrative system at the temple, controlling the 
franchises of merchants who traded in goods used at the temple and for the 
money changers.  


There were some priests of Aaron outside of the Zadokites. They were divided 
into 24 family clans and were required to serve at the temple during the high 
holy feasts and festivals for six weeks each year. Zacharias, the father of 
John the Baptist, was one of 
these priests.


The Chief Priests & Sadducees were Christ's real enemies. They did not 

believe in the coming of a Messiah, nor did they believe in resurrection. They 
were 
ultimately those responsible for Christ's crucifixion and death.  
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Pharisees & Scribes 


Pharisee means to "separate," - but the Greek translation also carries 
the 
idea of being holy or a "Saint."  They have been maligned over the centuries, 
too often blamed for wrongs actually committed by the Sadducees. They 
fought against the encroachment of the immoral Greek culture. They 
advocated that the Jewish people should remain holy by keeping themselves 
apart from the corrupting Gentile influences.  They were fundamentalists 
when it came to the Law of Moses.  With one exception, every time Jesus 
came into conflict with the Pharisees it was on the issue of the Sabbath.  The 
Pharisees believed and prayed for the coming of the Messiah and there were 
some who became disciples of Christ.  There is no mention of any Pharisees 
having anything to do with Christ's arrest, trial, conviction or death.
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Essenes or Herodians:  


Essenes were also called Herodians.  Essenes were a group of Zadokites or 
Sadducees who broke away from the Hellenized, worldly Sadducees, 
disapproving of the way they were running the Temple and moved out of the 
Jerusalem area to live in locations where they could live away from worldly 
influences.  They were the group that produced the Dead Sea Scrolls. John 
the Baptist grew up among one of these desert peoples.
9
The Nativity Quiz

10
The Lineage of Jesus Christ


In ancient Israel, lineage was critical.  These records were kept mainly to 
assure the purity  and legitimacy of the priesthood.


Both Matthew and Luke give the genealogy of Jesus and they are different.  
Matthew's account gives the royal lineage and records the names of those 
whose right it was to sit on David's throne. Luke's record contains the 
personal [natural or literal] pedigree of Mary's husband.  Mary's father, Jacob 
or Joachim and Joseph's father Heli were brothers making Mary and Joseph 
first cousins with 
the same ancestral lines.  (The Mortal Messiah, Bruce R McConkie, 1:316)

“[Mary] was of the lineage of David. . .“In common with other daughters of 
Israel, specifically those of the tribe of Judah and of known descent from 
David, Mary had doubtless contemplated, with holy joy and ecstasy, the 
coming of the Messiah through the royal line; she knew that some Jewish 
maiden was yet to become the mother of the Christ…

“In all the persecutions waged by His implacable haters, in all the false 
accusations brought against Him, in the specific charges of sacrilege and 
blasphemy based on His acknowledgment of the Messiahship as His own, no 
mention is found of even an insinuation that He could not be the Christ 
through any ineligibility based on lineage. . . At the time of the Savior’s 
birth, Israel was ruled by alien monarchs. The rights of the royal Davidic 
family were unrecognized; and the ruler of the Jews was an appointee of 
Rome. Had Judah been a free and independent nation, ruled by her rightful 
sovereign, Joseph the carpenter would have been her crowned king; and his 
lawful successor to the throne would have been Jesus of Nazareth, the King of 
the Jews” (James E. Talmage, Jesus the Christ, 3rd ed. [1916], 79–80, 87).
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Women in Jesus' Genealogy

It is unusual for a woman to be named in the genealogy, but Matthew and 
Luke mention five, including Mary; Tamar, a Gentile woman, who engaged in 
incest with her father-in-law in trying to force him to obey Levitical law; 
Rahab, a Gentile who ran an inn and it has been suggested by scriptorians 
that she was a harlot who converted and helped the Israelites overcome 
Jericho; Ruth,  a Gentile who married into the covenant, was widowed and 
remarried to Boaz; and Bathsheba, a Hebrew married to a Gentile, and who 
committed adultery with David. 


All of these women exhibited courage, intelligence and initiative.  A great 
message is that Jesus came to be a Savior to Jews and Gentiles, saints and 
sinners.  Satan tried to thwart God's plan through his ancestors, but God is in 
charge and made all things work according to His Plan.
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Mary's Parents - Joachim and Anna


Little is written in canonized scripture about Mary's early life, but much has 
been written about her in Early Christian writings.  In the Protoevangelium of 
James, an apocryphal Gospel written about 100 years after Christ's death,   
the story is told of Joachim and Hannah (Anna) who were childless.  In Israel, 
being childless was a major tragedy.  Jewish law said that "A Jew who has no 
wife, 
or a Jew who has a wife and who has no child." could be grounds 
excommunication from God. (Barclay - 
Luke pg 10)  If a woman remained childless 
after ten years of marriage, it was considered grounds for divorce, since 
having a family was the ultimate purpose of marriage.

According to the early traditions, Joachim, from Galilee, and Anna, from 
Bethlehem, were a righteous couple who consecrated 1/3 of their substance 
to the temple, 1/3 to the poor and
lived on the final third.  They longed for a 
child but remained childless into their old age. When they were in Jerusalem 
to offer sacrifice to God, the High Priest, Issachar, upbraided Joachim, telling 
him "You are not worthy to offer sacrifice with those childless hands."  This 
caused the aged man great grief.  One day, while praying alone at the 
temple, an angel appeared to Joachim, saying, 
"Anna, your wife, shall bring 
you a daughter and you shall call her name Mary. She shall neither eat nor 
drink anything which is  unclean nor shall her conversations be without 
among the common people, but in the temple of the Lord."  

The angel also appeared to Anna and told her she would have a daughter, 
who would be named Mary, who, after she was weaned, would be raised at 
the temple until she arrived a the "years of discretion." Anna conceived 
shortly thereafter, and gave birth to a daughter they named "Mary." 

13
Mary

Mary or, in Hebrew, Miriam, was the most anticipated person in prophecy.  A significant proportion of Jewish girls were named either Mary or Miriam in the hope that their daughter would be the chosen one.  Her name means "height or "summit," but probably the best meaning is "excellence." Her name can also mean "bitterness." Mary would experience both during her lifetime.  As a baby she would have been brought to the temple at eighty days of age (40 days for boys) along with a lamb and either two turtle doves or two pigeons as an atonement for her mother, that Anna would be purified and clean.  
Israeli researchers have proven that young girls did provide service in the Temple.  The girls performed various services for the priests such as music, and the sewing of temple clothing.  The girls were given a religious education from the Torah in return.  Upon reaching the age of 12, they had to leave the Temple service, but those living nearby continued to do sewing work for the Temple (Pixner-Jerusalem-pg 19).
Early Christian tradition tells that Joachim and Anna, Mary's parents, took  her, at the age of three, to the temple to be dedicated to the service of the Lord, and presented her, according to tradition, to the priest Zacharias. The parents then, after offering up her sacrifice (according to the custom of the time), left Mary with other maidens in the apartments of the temple to be brought up.  (There is some evidence that these young girls would spend some months each year with their families.)

The traditions tell us that Mary had a beautiful singing voice and that she composed songs in the temple, as did David. Girls dedicated to the Lord by their parents remained in the temple until the age of puberty when they would be ready for betrothal.  Girls brought up in the temple were considered prime wives especially for priests and theological students.

14
Ancient Prayer Circle


There is an account spoken of by Hugh Nibley in an article published by 
the Neal Maxwell Institute, and attributed to Mary,  that tells of the 
Apostles meeting together on the Mount of Olives, after Christ's resurrection.  


"Peter said to Mary, 'Blessed one, please ask the Lord to tell us about the 
things that are in heaven." But Mary reminds Peter that as Adam has 
precedence over Eve, so it is his business to take the lead in such things. 
Having taken position in a [prayer] circle, Mary begins to speak:
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Mary's Vision


When I was in the Temple of God. . . there appeared to me one day a 
manifestation like an angel of unfamiliar aspect. . . . And suddenly the veil of 
the Temple was rent and there was a great earthquake and I fell on my face 
unable to bear the sight of him. But he stretched forth his hand and raised me 
up, and I looked up to heaven and a dewy cloud came and moistened me 
from head to foot; and he wiped me off with his stole [robe, shawl] and said 
to me, "Greetings, thou favored one, chosen vessel!" and he grasped my right 
hand. And there was bread in abundance and he set 
it out on the altar of the 
Temple [shewbread], and he ate first and then gave to me. And he put forth 
his hand from his garment and there was wine in abundance, and he drank 
first and then gave to me, and I beheld and saw a full cup and bread. And he 
said to me, "In three years' time I shall send to you my Logos [Word] and 
you will bear a son, and through him all the creation will be saved. . . . Peace 
to thee, my beloved, forever and ever.'  And suddenly he was gone from me, 
and the Temple was as it was before. (Nibley, Mormonism and Early Christianity, pp. 45-99).
 
Mary would have been around 9-11 yrs old.
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Elder McConkie

"Can we speak too highly of her whom the Lord has blessed above all women?  There was only one Christ, and there is only one Mary.  Each was noble and great in the pre-mortal existence and each was foreordained to the ministry he or she performed.  We cannot but think that the Father would choose the greatest female spirit to be the mother of His Son, even as He chose the male spirit like unto Him to be the Savior."  (The Mortal Messiah, Bruce R McConkie, 1:327)
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Joseph the Carpenter

Most young men were betrothed at about 15-18 years of age. The marriage 
ceremony would take place about a year later. What kind of young man would 
God choose to be the earthly role model for His Son?  

Joseph worked the trade of Tekton, meaning not just a joiner or carpenter, 
but a master artisan, somebody who worked on the various materials needed 
for the construction work, including timber and iron, but most frequently 
stone.  (With Jesus in Jerusalem, pg 33-34, Bargil Pixner, Corazin Publishing 1996)

Carpenters were regarded as particularly learned.  If a difficult problem were 
under discussion, the Rabbis would ask:  "Is there a carpenter among us, or 
the son of a carpenter, who can solve the problem for us?"  The high esteem 
in which carpenters were held in Israel counters the common sentimental 
idyllic notion that Jesus and Joseph were only naive and amiable, simple 
manual workers. (Jesus' Jewishness, pg 162, Charlesworth, Crossroad Publishing, New York, 1996)

Joseph was called a "just" man in scriptures, meaning that he would be 
known as a Tzaddik, a 
righteous man, with high moral character, and a 
faithful observer of the Mosaic law.  He was described in the Greek translation 
as being "beyond reproach."  His reputation was impeccable.  



Within two short chapters we find Joseph receiving four separate "dreams"
(the JST changed the word to "visions")  in which he was given instructions 
regarding the birth and protection of Jesus and Mary.  Obviously he was a 
man in tune with the Spirit and prepared to deal with moral dilemmas. The 
main moral dilemma of his life was what the right thing would be to do 
concerning Mary's eventual pregnancy. Because of his high character he 
initially worried most about giving offense to God by possibly marrying an 
adulteress.
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Betrothal of Mary and Joseph


Espousal or betrothal was a legally binding marriage but without marital 
intimacy.  There is a formal marriage contract called the "ketubah."  The 
penalty for fornication was death by stoning.  Another ceremony would have 
to be completed before they would start living together.  During the betrothal 
time the young man would be preparing a home for his wife.  The marriage of 
Mary and Joseph was most probably arranged when they were children.  It 
would have been expected that they would marry a close relative.  A 
betrothal was usually entered into when a girl was between the age of 12 and 
13.  The contract could be broken only by a formal "bill of divorcement."
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Annunciation


Mary was now living in Nazareth, a village in Galilee, of less than 500 
people.  Early in Mary's betrothal, the Angel Gabriel appeared to her and 
greeted her, "Hail, thou that art highly favored!"  In the Greek  the better 
translation 
would be, "Rejoice!"  In the ancient Middle East a man would give 
that salutation only if he was perfectly equal in status with him, but would 
never greet a woman as an equal. That's why Mary "cast in her mind what 
manner of salutation this should be." The angel was addressing her with great 
respect and equality.
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"How can this be...?"


The angel then said “Fear not” – as angels always do – and then told her that 
she would bring forth a Son.  We begin to see Mary's personality here.  She 
was not a shy, retiring youth suffering from self-doubt.  "How can this be 
seeing I know not a man."  The JST drops the phrase "seeing I know not a 
man," implying perhaps that Mary's question was not about how should could 
conceive a child but about her already getting engaged to be married and 
knowing the Messiah was prophesied to be born of a virgin.


“ And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God (Luke 1:35).”

Jewish tradition used the language of "overshadowing" for God's presence 
with his people.  An example of this is found in Exodus 40:34 where it says:  
"Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the LORD 
filled the tabernacle."  Gabriel's reference in Luke 1:35, "...the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee..." suggests that same cloud of glory 
representing the presence and power of God.  (IVP 190) 

Matthew says the baby was “of" the Holy Ghost. Contrary to what many 
Christians believe, the 
Latter-day Saint position is that Mary was with child 
by the power of the Holy Ghost. The Spirit was an aid in the conception. (S. Kent 
Brown, The Life and Teachings of Jesus Christ, p. 112)
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The Only Begotten of the Father

Doctrine and Covenants 93:21 – "Jesus Christ is the first-born spirit son of God,"  Alma 5:48, And is "the only begotten son of God in the flesh."
“The most fundamental doctrine of true Christianity is the divine birth of the child Jesus.  This doctrine, is not generally comprehended by the world. The paternity of Jesus Christ is one of the ‘mysteries of godliness’ comprehended only by the spiritually-minded.” (Ezra Taft Benson, Come unto Christ [1983], 2).

“The doctrine of the divine Son-ship lies at the foundation of true religion; without it, Christ becomes just another man, a great moral teacher, or what have you, without power to ransom, to redeem, and to save” (McConkie, Mortal Messiah, 1:314). 

“That Child to be born of Mary was begotten of Elohim, the Eternal Father, not in violation of natural law but in accordance with a higher manifestation thereof; and, the offspring from that association of supreme sanctity, celestial Sire-ship, and pure though mortal maternity, was of right to be called the ‘Son of the Highest.’ ... The Child Jesus was to inherit the physical, mental, and spiritual traits, tendencies, and powers that characterized His parents—one immortal and glorified—God, the other human— woman” (Talmage,  Jesus the Christ, 81).

“The testimonies of appointed witnesses leave no question as to the paternity of Jesus Christ. God was the Father of Jesus’ mortal tabernacle, and Mary, a mortal woman, was His mother.. . . The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints proclaims that Jesus Christ is the Son of God in the most literal sense. The body in which He performed His mission in the flesh was sired by that same Holy Being we worship as God, our Eternal Father. Jesus was not the son of Joseph,  nor was He begotten by the Holy Ghost. He is the Son of the Eternal Father!” (Benson,Come unto Christ, 3–4).

“How and by what means and through whose instrumentality does such a conception come? . . . When God is involved, he uses his minister, the Holy Ghost, to overshadow the future mother and to carry her away in the Spirit. She shall conceive by the power of the Holy Ghost, and God himself shall be the sire. . . . A son is begotten by a father: whether on earth or in heaven it is the same.” (McConkie, Mortal Messiah, 1:319; see also Alma 7:9–10).

“To be ‘carried away in the Spirit’ means to be transported bodily from one location to another. . .“Without overstepping the bounds of propriety by saying more than is appropriate, let us say this: . . . God the Almighty, who is infinite and eternal, elects, in his fathomless wisdom, to beget a Son, an Only Son, the Only Begotten, in the flesh.” (McConkie, Mortal Messiah, 1:314–15).

Pres. Joseph F. Smith said,
"How are we begotten?  I answer: just as Jesus Christ was begotten by his Father.  The Christian denominations believe that Christ was begotten, not of God but of the Spirit that overshadowed his mother. This is nonsense.  Why will not the World receive the truth? Why will they not believe the Father when he says that Jesus Christ is His Only Begotten Son? Why will they try to explain this truth away and make a mystery of it." (The Nativity, Alonzo Gaskill, p.21)

“The virgin birth has reference to the birth of Christ and is a true doctrine; the immaculate conception has reference to the birth of Mary and is a false doctrine.” (Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine,  2nd ed. [1966], 376).  
What is the Immaculate Conception?  The Immaculate Conception deals with the conception of Mary herself, not that of her son, Jesus. The belief is that Mary was conceived by normal biological means, but God acted upon her soul (keeping her "immaculate") at the time of her conception. This freed her from the Original Sin of Adam and so it is believed she did not have a sin nature and was sinless in mortality.  (Catholic Encylopedia)

Pres. Harold B Lee cautions us:  If teachers were wise in speaking of this 
matter about which the Lord has said but very little they would rest their 
discussion on this subject with merely the words which are recorded on this 
subject in Luke.  We need not question His [God's] method to accomplish His 
purposes."  (Clyde J. Williams, The Teachings of Harold B. Lee, p. 13-14)
From his mother he received a mortal body, one that could die; from his 
Divine Father he received the power both to surrender his life and to take it 
up again.
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Mary's Call to be the Mother of the Savior of the World

Although Mary knew that the Messiah would be born of a woman, nowhere 
did the Jew understand that their Messiah would be the literal Son of God. 
(Richard Draper, From the Annunciation through the Young Adulthood of the Lord, p. 130)

Bruce R. McConkie describes Mary's situation:


"So we find Mary, about 13 years of age and inexperienced in meeting the trials of life, under contract to marry, but with the child of God the Father by the power of the Holy Ghost.  We find her in a city of Galilee - rough, rugged and untempered -- where a self-righteous people were quick to condemn, ever ready to punish; where the tongue of gossip would cut her tender feelings to the bone; where she would become a hiss and a byword among her friends and relatives, for she had (as they viewed it) committed the sin next only in wickedness to murder.  Those among whom she dwelt would no more believe her strange tale than angel had come to her -- angels no longer came to mortals, everyone knew that! -- or that the Almighty himself was the Father of that which was in her womb; they would no more believe these claims than they would believe the testimony of the fruit of her womb when he testified in their own city that he was the Messiah of whom Isaiah had spoken." (The Mortal Messiah, Bruce R McConkie, 1:322)
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Behold the handmaid of the Lord

"Mary’s heavy burden was lightened by the knowledge she had.  [Angel Gabriel had told her,] “Mary, thou hast sound favor in the sight of God.”  Her submission to God was total [even before she understood what was to take place].  “Behold the handmaiden of the Lord, be it unto me according to thy word.”  God would be with her.  What was then open to the young virgin?  'Go to thy cousin Elisabeth.  She also is with child in a miraculous way - she will understand. She will counsel and help you, and the Lord will give you power to overcome.'"  (The Mortal Messiah, Bruce R McConkie, 1:322)
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Journey to Elizabeth


We may wonder why Mary would not have confided in her parents. Because 
there is no mention of them in canonized scripture, early traditions suggest 
that they, being advanced in age, may have died.  Mary would have needed 
motherly counsel and so Mary left Nazareth and traveled to one of the villages 
near Jerusalem to stay with Elizabeth, a relative, and there she witnessed the 
miracle of Elizabeth being with child in her old age. 

Did Joseph know about Mary's pregnancy before she went to stay 
with Elizabeth?  There are two possibilities.  Bruce R. McConkie said:  "We 
may well suppose that Mary told Joseph of her condition; that she then went 
to Elizabeth; that Joseph struggled with his problem for nearly three months, 
being fully test; that [an angel] brought the word; that Joseph sent word to 
Mary of his conversion; that she returned again in haste and joy; that 
immediately the second part of the marriage ceremony was performed; and 
that Joseph, to preserve the virginity of the one who bore God's Child, 
refrained from sexual association with her until after Jesus came forth as her 
child." (Mortal Messiah, 1:333)

Others say differently.  Joseph Fielding McConkie writes that Matthew says 
Mary "was found with child."  This suggests that she did not volunteer 
information relative to her state but rather let it be discovered.  Nor should it 
be supposed that Mary told Joseph that she carried  the "child of the Holy 
Ghost."  "The nature of the conception of the child was made know to Joseph 
by the angel in a dream.  He did not learn it from Mary."  (Witnesses of the Birth of Christ, 
p. 32)


Elizabeth, upon seeing Mary, was, the scriptures tell us, “filled with the Holy 
Ghost,” and her child (John the Baptist), leapt within her womb. She cried 
out, "Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb."  
Then showing her deep humility she asked, "Whence is this to me, that the 
mother of my Lord should come to me?"
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Magnificat

Mary's song of praise (Luke 1:46-56), defined elsewhere as the "Magnificat," 
shows her response to 
the message that God had given her and that 
Elizabeth's testimony had confirmed.  The song shows the extent of her 
spirituality and her knowledge of scripture.  All in all, Mary alludes to 14 
different Old Testament references (1 Samuel 2:1-10, Psalm 34:2, Psalm 35:9, 1 Samuel 1:11, Psalm 
111:9, Psalm 107:9, Psalm 98:3, Genesis 17:7, and Micah 7:20).


Mary's song is divided into two sections.  The first (46-50), she says what 
God did for her.  In the rest (51-56), she speaks of what God will do for Israel 
in fulfilling the promises He made to Abraham. 
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Video  Mary & Elizabeth Rejoice Together


https://www.lds.org/bible-videos/videos/mary-and-elisabeth-rejoice-
together?lang=eng
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Mary was found to be with child


By the time Mary returned from Judea to Nazareth her pregnancy was at least 
4-5 months advanced (Luke 1:56).  If not already obvious, her condition 
would be discovered not long thereafter.  This is implied in Matthew 1:18:  
“She was found to be with child.”  It sounds as though Mary did not reveal the 
past events to any but Elizabeth and Zechariah until her condition was 
known.  Her silence was the result (we may suppose) of equal parts modesty 
and faith; modesty in speaking of 
such an intimate matter, and faith that 
God would reveal His purpose when He chose, and to whom He chose.

The first intimation Joseph heard anything extraordinary in his betrothed wife 
could have come 
directly from Mary herself. Or perhaps he began to see the 
physical evidence of her pregnancy.  One account, by James, Jesus’ half 
brother, records, “And Mary was in her sixth month and behold Joseph 
came….and entering into her house, he discovered she was big with child.  
And he…..wept bitterly." (The Nativity, Alonzo Gaskill, p.21)
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Video  The Nativity - Mary "was found with child."


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ezwp10egu-c
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Joseph's Dilemma

By Jewish law, to break a betrothal required a bill of divorcement. What 
options were available to Joseph?  The Law of Moses outlined three possible 
courses of action to a wronged husband in Joseph’s position.  All three are 
summarized in Deuteronomy 22: 


A betrothed wife found by her husband not to be a virgin (assuming no 
mitigating factors) was 
subject to death by stoning (vv. 13-21): “She has 
done a disgraceful thing in Israel by being promiscuous while still in her 
father’s house” (v. 21).  

Perhaps this severe punishment was no longer possible in a first-century 
Israel ruled by Rome.  At the very least, however, such a woman would be 
divorced and ostracized from all proper society.

 
But perhaps – and it is not difficult to imagine “righteous” Joseph casting 
about for a better way 
out – perhaps Mary had been forced against her will 
(vv. 25-27).  Perhaps it had happened during her trip to Judah, and she had been 
too ashamed to tell anyone until now.  In which case, she was not have been 
an adulteress, but still unclean by social standards.

Perhaps this had happened before their betrothal (vv. 28-29).  In that case, the 
matter could be remedied by Joseph releasing Mary so that she might marry 
the father of her child.


Pursuing the first alternative of stoning was clearly out of the question.  
Joseph, being "a just man," but was "unwilling to expose her to public 
disgrace” (Matthew 1:19).  And so he considered, as the best course of action, a 
private bill of divorce, (Deuteronomy 22:26 or 22:29).  Such an action would need only two 
witnesses, and would bring the least possible reproach upon Mary.  This 
solution would allow her either to bear her illegitimate child in private away 
from Nazareth, or to marry the father, if
possible.  
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Joseph's Vision


Joseph's anxiety led to a dream, or, in the JST, a vision.  An angel appeared 
to him. Most scholars 
believe it is the Angel Gabriel again, and tells him that 
the baby is of God and that Mary had been faithful to him. He was to be 
the husband to Mary and the father of the prophesied Savior of all 
mankind!
31
Video    Joseph tells Mary he knows 
visionhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ezwp10egu-c

