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Celebrating the Birth of Christ
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The Marriage of Joseph and Mary

There is no record of the performance of their marriage.  Scholars are 
divided.  Either they were married right away, and all would assume Joseph 
was either the father or that he was forgiving of her adultery and marrying 
her anyway, or they did not formally marry until after Jesus was born. In any 
case, the scriptures say that Joseph "knew her not" meaning they did 
not 
have intimate relations until after Jesus was born.  We know that Joseph and 
Mary later had at least six more children.

The stigma of illegitimacy followed the Savior throughout his life.  On one 
occasion the Pharisees said accusingly to Jesus, "We be not born of 
fornication," implying that He had. There was a long-persistent rumor that 
Jesus was the illegitimate son of a Roman soldier named "Tiberius Pantera."
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All the world should be taxed - Bethlehem


When Rome called for the taxes to be paid and a census to be taken - it was 
required that all men 
and women should pay their taxes in their ancestral 
land, under the direction of Jewish tax collectors. Joseph's ancestral land was 
Bethlehem, of the house of David.  


Mary's ancestral home was also Bethlehem and she was a landowner in 
Nazareth. The Bible says she returned to "her own house.'   A woman's name 
is never written in the East unless she is an independent property owner and 
sole representative of her line.  They had to be present when their name was 
called for the census.  The tax collection began in Jerusalem and surrounding 
villages (Bethlehem) and went throughout the land to its outer borders.  The 
first called would be in the area around Jerusalem and the last called would 
be in the outer areas like Nazareth.  Joseph and Mary, and by extension, 
Jesus, represented the first and the last to be called.


The way this was done was in a formal gathering of all to be enrolled.  "In the 
name of Caesar Augustus, the Emperor and King of all the world, I call upon 
you all that are within the hearing of my voice to come forward and pay your 
legal and lawful taxes as is required." They would begin with the royal 
families.  First on the list would be all belonging to the House of King David.  
They list the land and descendants.  When Joseph's name was called he would 
come forward and declare he is living and pay his taxes.  


The agent would then instruct the scribe to write that "Joseph, the son of 
David, a carpenter, hath appeared before us, that he is a living soul, and that 
his name is worthy to be written in the book of life."  If your name was not 
written in the book of life it was because you had committed some crime and 
you were blotted out.  Because Mary owned land, she too would have to be 
declared and pay taxes.  Jesus also would have to be declared to the census 
and written in the Book of Life.  Tradition says that tax collector for the little 
family was the father of Matthew, the tax collector who became an Apostle 
and wrote of Christ’s birth.

4
Up to Bethlehem

Mary and Joseph traveled 85 miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem.  The 
scriptures say they went "up" from Nazareth to Bethlehem.  Bethlehem is 
built on a mountain ridge much higher than Nazareth.  Bethlehem means 
"House of Bread."  An appropriate name for the birth of the one who would be 
called, "The Bread of Life."
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"No Room in the Inn"


Bethlehem was the ancestral home for both Joseph and Mary. With the call to 
go to your ancestral home, Bethlehem would have filled up with Joseph and 
Mary's relatives. In the Middle East family memories are long.  Even if Joseph 
and Mary's family had lived several generations in the Galilee area, all Joseph 
would need to say is who his father and grandfather were and most homes in 
the village would have been open to them.  Joseph was a "royal" from the 
family of King David.  Being from King David's direct line they would have 
been welcomed anywhere.


A woman about to give birth is given special attention. Regardless of the 
circumstances, Mary would have had assistance in childbirth.  To turn away a 
descendant of David, especially about to 
deliver would have been an 
unspeakable shame to the entire village.


Mary had family - Elizabeth and Zachariah - in a nearby village.  If they 
couldn't find shelter there they could have to them.  Also, Joseph and Mary 
had time to make adequate arrangements.  The scriptures say, "While they 
were there, the days were accomplish that she should be delivered."  Yet all 
the movies and stories depict them arriving at night in Bethlehem and racing 
from inn to 
inn before Mary gives birth.
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Caravanserai



What was an "inn?"  Some scholars believe Mary and Joseph would have 
stayed in a caravanserai, a large open inner court with arches and alcoves for 
a bit of privacy; an ancient motel.  It was filled with people and 
animals.
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No Room in the "Kataluma"


The word translated as "inn" is an English translation. It reads differently in 
the original Greek.  Scholars who have lived in the Middle East believe Mary 
and Joseph stayed in a home, possibly of a relative.  Simple village homes 
had 2 rooms.  One was for guests, which was usually an attached room at the 
end of the house or on the roof.  The main room was the family area where 
they cooked, ate and slept.


Each home had a door at ground level where you entered, then went up a 
short flight of stairs to 
the main family room.  At night, the animals were 
brought into the lower level.  They would be protected from theft and would 
provide added warmth in the colder months.  The family room had a slight 
slope in the direction of the animal stall that aids in sweeping and washing.  
Dirt and water naturally move downhill into the space for the animals and can 
be swept out the door.  If the family cow is hungry during the night she can 
stand up and eat from the stone mangers provided. In the morning the 
animal area is cleaned out and fresh straw put down.


What about the scripture that says Mary laid her baby in the manger because 
there was no room for him in the "kataluma." The Greek word used does not 
mean a commercial inn (that's the 
English translation) but means a "place to 
stay," and can refer to a house or guest room.  Jesus then would have been 
placed in a manger in the family living space because in that home the guest 
room was already full.  We have also heard that Jesus was born in a cave, but 
many simple homes at that time began in caves and expanded, so this too is 
also possible.
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Star


Ancient scientists were actually astronomers.  They did not have the 
technology we have and so they depended on the orientation of the stars to 
get their bearings.  Eastern people believed that when a star shoots across 
the sky, it is a sign that some great soul has returned to its home.  They 
believe that God has the counterpart of every star in a human being.  As God, 
He is called the Shepherd of the Stars.  He knows them by name for he has 
made them with His own hands.

Matthew emphasizes the Star – reminding the Jews that a star announced the birth of Abraham and Moses. Only the Wise Men saw the star in the scriptures. The star may also be dualistic, for a star was a common ancient symbol for an angel.  It may be literally a star or the visitation from some heavenly messenger that guided the Wise Men. 
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The Savior's Birth

The family room would have been cleared of men for the birth of the child, 
and the village midwife and other women would have assisted at the birth.  

Jesus was born in the very property where, according to legend, David had 
been crowned king of the shepherds. When an infant firstborn boy was born 
outside of the home in a more public situation it was customary that those 
nearby would bring money, silks, and spices and lay them before the boy.
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Shepherds - Outcasts


There was near Bethlehem, on the road to Jerusalem, a tower known as 
Migdal Eder, or the watch-tower of the flock.  Here was the station where 
shepherds watched the flocks destined for sacrifice in the Temple.  It was a 
settled conviction among the Jews that the Messiah was to be born in 
Bethlehem, and equally that He was to be revealed from Migdal Eder. 

However, shepherds were outcasts from polite society in Israel at that time.  
Theirs was a generally despised profession and they were not even allowed to 
bear witness in court even if they 
were eyewitnesses to a crime.  Polite 
society at the time would have said that if this baby was truly the Messiah, 
the parents would have rejected the shepherd's visit; yet how fitting that the 
good news about the Lamb of God should be given first to shepherds.  
Shepherds were not easily fooled.  They were practical men who had little to 
do with fantasy.  If they said they saw angels and went and found the 
Messiah, then you could believe them. (Wiersbe 176)
“Late March through early April was lambing season, and shepherds may have been laboring in Bethlehem’s hillside fields the night of Christ’s birth, assisting the ewes in the births of their lambs. It is likely that these were no ordinary animals, for Jewish law proclaimed that only flocks designated for temple sacrifice could be raised near cities.” (Paul Thomas Smith, “Birth of the Messiah,”  Ensign, Dec. 1997, 40, 43).
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The First Witnesses


The first announcement of the Messiah’s birth was given by an angel to some 
anonymous shepherds.  Why shepherds?  Why didn’t they go to the priests or 
the learned scribes instead?  Why a field and not Temple Mount?  Historians 
tell us that these shepherd priests were guarding lambs that were destined 
for sacrifice at the Temple.  They were very vigilant in their callings, because 
the male lambs born of a first time mother ewe were for the Passover 
sacrifice and had to be without any blemish. The Shepherds had to be very 
vigilant and would stay up all night. 
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Angels


At first only one angel was visible to them, and he was accompanied by a 
manifestation of the resplendent Glory of God. In Jewish writings we find this 
quote:  “Four things were missing from Herod’s Temple; namely, the Ark of 
the Covenant, the Urim and Thummim, the oil of anointing, and the Glory of 
the Lord.”

The “Glory of the Lord” was referred to as “Shekinah” glory – or the glory of 
the Holy Spirit.  That glory had departed Israel in the days of Ezekiel.  
Because the people refused to repent, it, along with the prophets, had 
disappeared from Jewish history.  Many righteous people for hundreds of 
years had mourned its loss.  Now it had returned to announce the birth of 
Israel’s True King. "There was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host."  The single angel is now joined by a multitude singing.  They are called 
a "host," or army of angels.  It is a paradox that God has an army announce 
the coming of peace through the Prince of Peace.
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"Ye shall find Him wrapped in Swaddling Bands"


The JST changed the words, "this shall be a sign" to "this is the way you shall 
find him."  They were given details to help them find him.  They would find 
the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. The swaddling 
bands would be the royal design of the Royal house of David.  Swaddling 
bands were frequently embroidered with symbols indicating family history and 
genealogy similar to the Tartan plaid.  According to ancient and modern 
custom, to be acceptable the 
embroidery must be exactly the same on both 
sides.  This was a type showing that the outward life and the inner life were 
the same--they were never to have a wrong side to their character (BB 35).  
The shepherds were not told to follow the star - probably because there was 
none they could see.
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The Manger


While Renaissance paintings depict the manger as a wooden trough, it was 
more likely the traditional stone basin. The mangers in Israel are almost 
without exception made of hollowed out limestone.  Wood was expensive and 
not to be used for such common purposes. It was in this setting that baby 
Yeshua was born and placed in a manger….The angelic hosts told the 
shepherds, 
“This is the way you shall find him…..the child will be lying in a 
manger." (Luke 2:12)
Christ was placed like feed in a manger.  We who through our sins behave less like children of God and more like animals can partake of the Bread of Life in the hope of sustaining and renewing our spiritual lives.
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A Name and a Blessing


At eight days Jesus was circumcised and given a name and a blessing.  Why 
eight days?  Eight is associated with a new beginning, a rebirth and baptism.  
Circumcision served as a reminder to all 
Israel of the covenant God made 
with Abraham.  Parents were reminded to teach their children to obey God's 
laws in preparation for the day they would enter into personal covenants with 
God themselves - at the age of accountability.
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Joseph, the earthly father 

Joseph, as the father figure, would have given the baby his name, which was 
revealed to both 
Joseph and Mary by the angel.  He would be called 
"Yeshua," or "Jehovah is salvation."
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The scriptures also say "they shall call his name Immanuel which being  
interpreted means God 
with us."  Matthew was quoting Isaiah 7:14.  This 
does not literally mean they used this for his name but as an exclamation 
made by Mary and Joseph as the primary witnesses, "He is God!  God is with 
us!"
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Dedication of Jesus at the temple

Forty days after a male child is born, the parents must go to the temple to 
dedicate the child and 
purify the mother.  By law, the firstborn child in an 
Israelite family, or the firstborn of any animal, belonged to God.  Presenting 
the infant "to the Lord," meant Jewish parents paid a five-shekel payment to 
the priests as a redemption price.  


We sometimes have the idea that Mary and Joseph must have been very 
poor, because when they came to the Temple, they brought only a pair of 
turtledoves. The Levitical law stated that parents were to bring a lamb to be 
sacrificed for the redemption of a child, and two doves or pigeons were 
brought for the mother’s purification and 
atonement.  Leviticus 12:8 reads 
that if the parents were too poor, they could omit the lamb and substitute two 
young pigeons.
Because Mary and Joseph sacrificed only the birds there is an impression that 
Mary and Joseph 
were poor. When the shepherds came they would have 
given a gift of at least one lamb under the cultural conventions of the day. 
Zacharias was a wealthy man.  In the late 1800’s, the ruins of his palatial 
home were still standing.  Tradition says that he had hundred of lambs 
grazing on the hillsides.  Would he and Elizabeth have allowed Mary to come 
like a pauper to the Temple at Jerusalem without a lamb?  Mary and Joseph 
were visited by shepherds who had witnessed angels, and according to 
tradition, whenever shepherds visited they each brought at least one lamb as 
a gift. (Mountford 48)  There was a greater reason than poverty for Mary and 
Joseph not to bring a lamb.  


Mary did bring a male lamb without blemish to the temple.  Jesus was the 
lamb!  Jesus himself was to eventually be the sacrifice.  How could He be 
redeemed by the sacrifice of a mere lamb? Christ was perfect and had no 
need for redemption - He was the Redeemer of all mankind! Mary came to the 
temple to dedicate Jesus, the lamb without blemish, to God. Mary filled the 
role almost of a priest in bringing the Lamb of God as a sacrifice into the 
temple, flesh of her flesh, and blood of her blood.  The legends say that as 
she stood at the entrance of the temple she wept as she looked upon this 
beautiful baby knowing he would one day be a human sacrifice.

19
Simeon 


When Mary and Joseph brought the baby Jesus to the Temple, they were 
blessed by a certain Simeon, a righteous and faithful man who "was waiting 
for the consolation of Israel."  We read in Luke that Simeon "came by the 
Spirit into the Temple" and found the child Jesus who had been brought there 
by his parents.  Although he was fairly old, nevertheless it was revealed to 
him that he would not die until his eyes beheld the Messiah. Simeon's very 
name is related to "semeion" (Grk) which is a "token impossible to ignore by 
which something else is made known."  (Richard Draper, Life& Teachings of Jesus Christ, p. 143)  
The fulfillment of that sacred promise was realized as he held the 41 day-old 
baby in his arms.

Simeon dedicated the baby Jesus before the hundreds of people that were 
gathered in that temple court. Simeon blessed the tiny child and gave a 
prophecy concerning him.  He said, "Behold, this child is set for the fall and 
the rising again of many in Israel..."  It is of interest that the word "fall" here 
is used in only one other place in the New Testament.  It is found in Matthew 
7:27 where it reads, "And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of 
it."  Under the influence of the Holy Ghost, Simeon's 
prophecy pointed to 
another fulfillment of the Savior's parable--that because of their rejection of 
their Messiah, the house of Israel would suffer a great fall.  This came to pass 
literally in 70 AD with the destruction of the Temple.  

Simeon mentions that a sword will pierce through Mary's soul. The Greek 
word used for sword here means a large sword such as Goliath used 

(1 Samuel 17:51) and the verb tense means "constantly keep on piercing." (Wiersbe-Bible 
Exposition Commentary, Vol. I, pg 178). 
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Anna


Anna, an old prophetess, whose name means "grace," had spent her life in 
fasting and prayer at the Temple.  Anna was the daughter of Phanuel whose 
name means "the face of God."  She was from 
the tribe of Asher means 
"happy and blessed."  The meanings of these three names taken together 
(Asher, Phanuel, and Anna) express beautifully Anna's feelings concerning the choice 
blessing that was hers:  "Happy am I" for I have seen "the face of God" 
through His "Grace."


Anna, betrothed at the normal age of 12-14 years was only married for 7 
years before her husband died. It had been 84 years since that day making 
her at least 101 years old.  The scriptures say that Anna "departed not from 
the Temple, but served God with fastings and prayers might and day."  She 
never missed a service in the Temple.  According to Jewish religious law, 
women were allowed in every area of the Temple precincts in which men 
were.  Women were often found in 
the precincts of the Temple where they 
came to observe the priests at work or to participate in the various services.  
It is important to remember that men and women came to the Temple also 
whenever they felt a spiritual need to pour out their prayers and their hearts 
to God. (Shmuel Safrai, Jerusalem Perspective, July-August 1989, "The Role of Women in the Temple").
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Wise Men


Joseph and Mary did not move back to Nazareth but made a home in 
Bethlehem.  Maybe they felt 
it was better not to return to face the gossip or, 
a greater reason, God prompted them to stay in Bethlehem.  They were about 
to receive some very special visitors.


According to oral history - Wise Men were priests from Persia called Magi - 
they were princes from the great Magian order, who came to worship Christ, 
to take their oath of allegiance from Him.  Why?  The Persian and Hebrew 
religions were not alien to each other.  In training the Hebrew people, God 
had them taken into captivity so they could be educated among the Persians. 
The Israelites were in captivity in Persia and later Babylonia.  When Cyrus let 
them return to rebuilt the temple, most of the Jews did not return.  It is from 
this group the Magi come.
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Video    The Wise Men Seek Jesus


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhD8lG9VDVc 
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How many Wise Men were there?  

We don't know.  The number of wise men has likely come into tradition because of the three gifts given. By giving these gifts to the family of Joseph, Miriam (Mary), and Yeshua, the Wise Men provided the income allowing the family to fulfill prophecy by escaping to Egypt.  According to James, the half-brother of Jesus, the Magi told Herod, "We have seen a star of great size shining among these stars, and obscuring their light, so that the starts did not appear."  So they knew that a king had been born in Judea.  Yet there is no record that anyone else saw the star.
The Wise Men came about 1- 1 1/2 years after Christ's birth.  Mary and Joseph still lived in Bethlehem, either with relatives or in their own home.  The arrival of the Wise Men must have caused a considerable stir in this little village.
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The Gifts of the Wise men


Gold
Fit for a King.  Its nature reminds us that Christ is celestial or godly in 
His nature.  It represents His incorruptibility, purity, value, and wisdom.  It 
reminds us that He who was sent to redeem us was of royal birth and filled 
with power.


Frankincense    Fit for a Priest at the Temple.  It is Temple incense that 
symbolizes Christ's sacrifice, constant communion with God and eventual 
resurrection.


Myrrh  A healing balm or ointment, used in preparation for death, which 
reminds us of Christ's Atonement which came through His suffering and also 
His power to heal us.  


The gifts are symbolic Kings (gold), Priests (frankincense), and Scientific men 
(Myrrh).

It is interesting that the two groups that were to be witnesses of Christ's birth 
were Kings and Priests.  A true man of God holds the Melchizedek Priesthood 
which, qualifies him to enter sacred places and be anointed to become a King 
and Priest unto God.
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Herod


He built perhaps the richest monarchy in the history of the world. His 
engineering feats have 
dumfounded contemporary architects and engineers. 
Experts today can do little more than shake their heads in disbelief. It is not 
humanly possible to do what he did. The facts speak for themselves:


His monetary wealth not only surpassed Caesar's, but exceeded the total 
collective wealth of the 
entire Roman Empire. He retained 450,000 paid 
employees.  He created a communication system that enabled messages to 
be passed to every corner of the kingdom in less than 90 minutes. Stones 
placed in the walls of the temple in Jerusalem could not be moved and placed 
today.


He should have a legacy as one of the great geniuses in the history of the 
world. There is no such legacy. Instead he is only remembered by believers 
as the baby killer of Bethlehem. The coldblooded massacre of children is in 
keeping with the character of Herod who slew three of his own sons because 
they were rivals to his throne.  Augustus Caesar is said to have remarked:  "it 
is better to be Herod's pig than his son." (because he was a Jew, at least in 
name, he couldn't eat pork.)  As he was dying he commanded his soldier to 
kill all the top leaders in Jerusalem so at least someone would be mourning at 
his death.  (The decree was never carried out.)

Herod, fearful of the prophecy of the baby who would become "King of the 
Jews," ordered the killing of all baby boys two and under in the greater 
Bethlehem area.  At the time there were probably about 500 residents living 
in the area.  An estimate of 40 babies would have been killed.  Because they 
were peasant children the massacre went unnoted in history except in 
scripture.
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Flight into Egypt


Joseph was warned in a vision (JST) that their lives were in danger; they 
must go to Egypt.  Where did they go?  Most likely to Heliopolis, which was 
the ancestral home of Asenath who was married to Joseph of Egypt.  Mary 
was also a descendant of the house of Ephraim, the son of Joseph. 
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Heliopolis, 


Heliopolis, previously known as On (Joseph of Egypt's wife's adoptive father 
was the Priest of On) or Zi-On as it was earlier known.  So it was written in 
prophecy of Christ's childhood, "Out of Egypt I have called my Son." (Hosea 11:1)  
There, Joseph and Mary lived for about 2-5 years most likely in the large 
population of Jews living there, as well as a Jewish temple, which allowed 
them to escape the murderous reign of Herod the Great – and then return to 
Nazareth after Herod’s death.  (Arnold Fructenbaum, “How Did 
the Wise Men Know?”)
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Death of Zacharias


The same edict that endangered the infant Jesus' life was also dangerous for 
the infant John the Baptist, only 6 months older.  As Mary and Joseph took 
Jesus into Egypt, Elizabeth escaped into the wilderness with the infant John.  
Zacharias was not so lucky.  Herod's soldiers found him at the altar of the 
temple and asked where he had hidden his son.  (Many knew about John's 
miraculous 
birth - he would have been a prime target).  The guards 
threatened him with his life and he responded:  "I am a martyr of God.  Take 
my blood!  But my spirit the Lord will receive, for you shed innocent blood in 
the forecourt of the temple of the Lord.  [He was slain between the altar and 
the porch of the temple], and the children of Israel did not know that he had 
been slain."  (Studies in Scripture, Jackson and Millett, p. 151)

29
The Glorious Advent of our Savior



The advent of our Savior was
proclaimed by Wise Men, religious men, 
shepherds, priests and kings: and it was not simply, as most people picture it, 
that of a poor, unnoticed person coming into the world, but a spectacular 
event heralded by those who had eyes to see and ears to hear.

30
The Family of Joseph and Mary

During their stay in Egypt, some of Mary and Joseph's other children would have been born, perhaps as many as three or four.
“We don’t know how many other children there were in the family, but the New Testament names four boys and mentions some sisters. . . . Thus the household of Joseph and Mary apparently numbered at least five boys (including Jesus) and at least three girls—eight children—in addition to the parents” (Robert J. Matthews,  Behold the Messiah [1994], 84–85; see also Bible Dictionary, “brethren of the Lord,” 627; “James [3],” 709)
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Christ's  Knowledge and Understanding 

Elder Talmage:

“Plainly this Son of the Highest was not endowed with a fullness of knowledge, nor with the complete investiture of wisdom, from the cradle. Slowly the assurance of His appointed mission as the Messiah, of whose coming He read in the law, the prophets, and the psalms, developed within His soul; and in devoted preparation for the ministry that should find culmination on the cross He passed the years of youth and early manhood.” (Talmage, Jesus the Christ, 116).

Bruce R. McConkie:

“In the course of his mortal probation, He [Jesus] knew all things in the sense that, having the constant companionship of that Spirit (the Holy Ghost) who does know all things, Jesus could and did receive revelation of all that was needed for his ministry from time to time. He knew all things in the sense that a knowledge of all things was constantly available to him.” (Bruce R. McConkie, Doctrinal New Testament Commentary, 3 vols. [1966–73], 1:140).

“Mozart had musical ability at the age of six that only a handful of men have ever gained in a whole lifetime. Jesus, when yet a child, had spiritual talents that no other man in a hundred lifetimes could obtain.. . . In his study, and in the learning process, he was guided from on high in a way that none other has ever been. Being without sin—being clean and pure and spotless—he was entitled to the constant companionship of the Holy Spirit. . . .
We cannot believe that he was silent all those years. He spoke at twelve; was his tongue then tied until he was thirty? If he felt the need to be about his Father’s business as soon as he became a son of the law, would he feel that urgency any less as he continued to mature and grow in wisdom and stature and learn even more of his Father’s will?. . . His growth, even at twelve, had attained such proportions that it is little wonder Joseph and Mary were amazed and could not comprehend the full significance of his sayings.” (McConkie, Mortal Messiah, 1:369, 379–80).
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Jesus, in Favor with God and Man

"And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man."  Luke 2:52

