Establishing Zion 

in the midst of Enemies of Righteousness

Book of Revelation

Between now and the establishment of Zion, we are vulnerable.  Once it is established, then, and only then, we will be secure.

Wickedness is moving unopposed.  How has it gained the upper hand?  Why does the Church seem so small against the overwhelming evil?  Why no miraculous signs or plagues to show God’s displeasure at the wickedness?  Why don’t church leaders march forth in a strong offensive to condemn the nations like prophets of old?  Why do leaders sit quietly by doing the inner work of the kingdom rather than battling for righteousness by buying time slots on national TV, or holding huge rallies meant to bring in whole populations, or breathing hellfire on radio against the sin centers of the world?  Even missionaries are taught not to contend but to preach with love.  


Could it be that evil is really supposed to have the upper hand to do its work almost unhindered?  Revelation provides an answer.  The task of the Church is not to heal Babylon, nor to actively fight against her.  She is to grow fat and sassy and become even more arrogant and strong, to remain ignorant that the day of her destruction is not far distant.  

Our job is to:
1.   Flee Babylon

2. Gather Israel through the preaching of the Gospel

3. Perfect the Saints

4. Redeem the dead
5. Build and establish Zion

The Church does not have the resources to be against principles, institutions and peoples.  Every ounce of energy, financial and human, must be used for people, for morality, and for goodness.


Neither the 144,000 nor the saints take any part in any opposition against Babylon, the dragon, the beast or the false prophet.  Saints are absent from all battlefields.  The 144,000 are engaged only in gathering out those who will come to the Church of the Firstborn.  The only task the Book of Revelation assigns to the saints is to worship God and not the beast, to endure in faith, to maintain virtue, to withstand persecution and to preach the Gospel of God.  


Evil really is to have its day, therefore the Church, for the present, is in an isolationist mode, concerned mainly with itself and internal interests, strengthening its doctrinal foundations and theological ramparts, bringing into its fold all those who would come and leaving the rest of the world to build that earthly counterpart of Hell into which they will all too soon perish.  Evil really is to have its day.


The cosmos will be able to see the self-destructive nature of unrighteousness.  Wickedness is going to come down.  It is wickedness that is going to bring wickedness down.  Just at the point that everyone has gotten the lesson, God is going to step in and save His saints and the world.  Revelation shows that God comes not to destroy but to save.  He is after all, The Savior.  He is going to have to save the world by destroying the destroyers of the world.


We do play a role.  We’re going to be very ineffective against the bulwark of evil.  We’re engaged in the saving of souls and God desperately needs us to save those souls.  He has given us an assignment to live the gospel, to be a light to the world with a promise that this is good enough, for the time being.


It is the saints, not the Mormons, who are going to escape.  D&C 112:24-26 reads:




Behold, vengeance cometh speedily upon the inhabitants of the earth, 


a day of wrath, a day of burning, a day of desolation, of weeping, or mourning,


and of lamentation; and as a whirlwind it shall come upon all the face of the earth, 


saith the Lord.  




And upon my house shall it begin; and from my house shall it go forth, 


saith the Lord;




First among those among you, saith the Lord, who have professed to 


know my name and have not known me, and have blasphemed against me in the 


midst of my house, saith the Lord.

There is something we can start today.  Build Zion.  Zion are the pure in heart.  The first step is to have a pure heart.  Satan will do all he can to keep Zion from being established and his method is to subtly entice us to impurity.  Purity is the name of the game in these last days.  We must be pure!    








--Richard Draper
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