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Lehi and Family Flee into the Wilderness
A Visionary Man
Seeking guidance from

God, Lehi receives

dreams and visions.

Lehi, his wife Sariah

and their children,

Laban, Lemuel, Nephi,

and Sam flee the land of

Jerusalem into the

wilderness. With the

guidance of a peculiar

round object call “the

Liahona” and the Holy

Ghost, they are directed

to their destination

called “The Land of

Promise”.

Nephi, a son of Lehi of Jerusalem, records the history of his people

in the Americas on what is called the “Brass Plates”. This history

includes the Nephites (called after Nephi) and the Lamanites (call

after Laman), which divided their people because of religious

differences. This history of this people is now found in “The Book

Of Mormon”. The plates were hidden for many thousand of years

by a man named Moroni, and a young man named Joseph Smith

obtained the plates on September 22, 1827.

Ancient Records are Found
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Nephi, a Fugitive?
Nephi, son of Lehi of

Jerusalem, secretly

obtains the “Brass

Plates” from Laban, a

man of great wealth and

possessions. The Brass

Plates contained the

genealogy of his father,

Lehi. Under the

command of God,

Nephi obeys his father

and while in a drunken

state, Laban dies by his

own sword. With the

plates Nephi returns to

his father.

It is sited that Nephi

returns to Jerusalem

and leaves with Ishmael

and his daughters.



Nephi to Record AccountsNephi Chosen To 

Be Leader

Other People 

Found in the 

Land of Promise
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Nephi quotes:

“And it came to pass

that the Lord God said

unto me: Make other

plates; and thou shalt

engraven many things

upon them which are

good in my sight, for the

profit of they people.”

--2 Nephi 5:30

“But I, Nephi, have

written what I have

written, and I esteem it

as of great worth, and

especially unto my

people. For I pray

continually for them by

day, and mine eyes

water my pillow by

night, because of them;

and I cry unto my God

in faith, and I know that

he will hear my cry.”

--1 Nephi 33:3

After Lehi’s family

reached the land of

promise, Lehi chooses

Nephi to be the leader

of the people. Lehi dies

about 588 to 570 B.C.

Nephi writes while he is in the Land of Nephi. About 570 B.C.

1 Nephi contains several accounts of heavenly manifestations in

dreams, visions, and direct revelation. These manifestation show that

God instructs, guides, and protects those who seek after Him:

Examples:

Lehi prays a pillar of fire Sees and Hears

1 Nephi 1:6-7

Lehi receives a vision the destruction of Jerusalem 

1 Nephi 1:8-14

The Lord commands Lehi to depart

1 Nephi 2:1-2

The Lord directs Lehi to send his sons back to Jerusalem

1 Nephi 3:2-4

An angel intervenes

1 Nephi 3:29

The Lord commands them to return to Jerusalem

1 Nephi 7:1-2

Lehi and Nephi vision tree of life

1 Nephi 8:11-14

Nephi builds a ship

1 Nephi 18:1

According to the Book

of Mormon two other

groups are found:

The Mulekites

--Omni 1:14-17

And the Jaredites

--Ether 6:4-12

Items Also Found With The Gold Plates
Along with the Book found, two significant items are discovered: The

sword of Laban that was handed down through the generations until the

end of the Nephite civilization. And the “Liahona” which was the

compass that the guided them through the wilderness.
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Another 

Record

1 Nephi 1

Nephi wrote the record that 

we know as the First Book of 

Nephi on the small plates of 

Nephi about 30 years after 
leaving Jerusalem
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30 Years Later

It had been thirty years since Nephi left 
Jerusalem with his family. He was now in the 
land of promise. He had kept an accurate 
record of the experiences of his family on 
what came to be known as the large plates 
of Nephi. 

But now a new commandment came from 
the Lord instructing him to make another 
record. 

This record would be things of spiritual 
value to those who would read them. 
1 Nephi 9:1-5

The 
Large 
Plates 

of 
Nephi



The 
Small 
Plates 

of 
Nephi

The Language Written

Moroni indicates the plates were written in 
reformed Egyptian that had been altered by 
the Nephites after their manner of speech.
Mormon 9:32-33  

A type of shorthand

Moroni stated that if the plates had been larger they would 
have been written in Hebrew—therefore the record would 
have been without imperfections.



1 Nephi 1:2

Nephi made his 

record in the 

language of the 
Egyptians

The Language

Mormon 9:32

Moroni indicated that by his day, 

approximately 1,000 years from the time of 

Lehi and Nephi, he and other record keepers 

had written “in the characters which are 

called among us the reformed Egyptian, 

being handed down and altered by us, 
according to our manner of speech”

Mosiah 1:2,4

About 470 years later, king 

Benjamin taught his sons in 

all the language of his 

father, which was likely the 

same language of the 

Egyptians that Lehi taught 
to his children



A Warning
Many Prophets came to warn the people

Lehi also sees a vision and warns 
the people of Jerusalem that 
their great city will be destroyed 
unless they repent.
1 Nephi 1:4

Jeremiah 35:15

Ezekiel
3:17-19

Nahum
2:13

Habakkuk
2:8

Zephaniah
1:2



Zedekiah—King of Judah

Necho—Pharaoh of Egypt—sends army against Assyria through Palestine

Josiah—King of Judah—resist army—battle (Hebrews beaten)—King Josiah slain

Jews choose Jehoahaz (Josiah’s son) to be King—only 3 months—Egypt replaces him

Jehoiakim (another Josiah’s son)—3 years Pharaoh has control of Judah

Babylonians come against Pharaoh's cohorts—takes Jewish nation (2 Kings 23-25)

Jewish people still not free—Babylonians rule—Southern Palestine—vassal state

Revolt against Jehoiakim (Egyptian appointee)—King Nebuchadnezzar army—
Jehoiakim dies.

Jehoiachin (Jehoiakim’s son) surrenders to Babylonians—Uncle—Zedekiah—
appointed to throne by Nebuchadnezzar—21 years old—seeks alliance with Egypt—
Prophet Jeremiah —warnings of Jerusalem destruction. (Book of Mormon Student Manual)

608-605 B.C.



Lehi’s and Joseph’s Spiritual Experience

Lehi prays for the people

Pillar of fire (v.6)

Lehi sees and hears much that 
he trembles

Lehi is overcome by the spirit

Lehi sees a vision of Heaven 
including God the Father, Jesus 
Christ, the Twelve Apostles and 
angels.

Lehi is shown the future

Lehi praises God and rejoices

Lehi is mocked

1 Nephi 1:5-15

Joseph prays for truth

Pillar of Light overhead(v. 16)

Joseph was ready to sink into 
despair.

The light rested upon him

Joseph sees two Personages
Moroni and Apostles also appears 
to Joseph

Joseph  received revelation 

Joseph gives thanks (v. 75)

Joseph is persecuted

Joseph Smith History



Prophet’s Warnings

Lehi teaches the 
people of Jerusalem 
concerning the 
things which he had 
both seen and 
heard

The people responded by 
mocking him, then they were 
angry, and sought to take his 
life.

Why do some people 
reject the Prophet’s 
messages?

1 Nephi 1:19-20

A Prophet warns 
against sin and 
teaches salvation 
through Jesus Christ

God calls 
prophets to 

denounce sin, 
warn of its 

consequences, 
and testify 

of Jesus Christ



“Those prophets I have known 

are the most loving of men. It is 

because of their love and 

integrity that they cannot 

modify the Lord’s message 

merely to make people feel 

comfortable. They are too kind 
to be so cruel” (3)



Tender Mercies of the Lord

But behold, I, Nephi, will 
show unto you that the 
tender mercies of the Lord 
are over all those whom he 
hath chosen, because of 
their faith, to make them 
mighty even unto the 
power of deliverance. 

1 Nephi 1:20

Because God is 
merciful, He 

will not allow 
those who 

come unto Him 
to perish



“The Lord’s tender mercies are the very personal and 
individualized blessings, strength, protection, assurances, 
guidance, loving-kindnesses, consolation, support, and 
spiritual gifts which we receive from and because of and 
through the Lord Jesus Christ. …

“… The Lord’s tender mercies do not occur randomly or 
merely by coincidence. Faithfulness and obedience 
enable us to receive these important gifts and, frequently, 
the Lord’s timing helps us to recognize them.
“We should not underestimate or overlook the power of 
the Lord’s tender mercies” (2)
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