


Safe Return

{ŀǊƛŀƘΩǎcomplaints: 

ÅLehi was a visionary man

ÅLehi had led the family away from    
the land of their inheritance

ÅLehi had made decisions that may 
have led to the loss of their sons 
and that could lead to their own 
deaths in the wilderness. 

Are they just?

1 Nephi 5:1-3



Complaining

Did you know all the 
information?



Lehiõs response

A Testimony:

Lehi knew he is a visionary man

Lehi had seen God

Lehi knew the goodness of God

Lehi knew of the imminent destruction of 
Jerusalem

Lehi knew there was a better place (a land of 
promise) in which his family was to enjoy

Lehi knew that his sons would be safe

Lehi comforted his wife

1 Nephi 5:4-9



άΦΦΦ ! ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǳƴƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ 
mature commitment, personal selflessness, 
unity, and loving understanding. Such a 
marriage includes the ability and 
willingness to share spiritual feelings, show 
love and affection, support and encourage 
each other, resolve normal and natural 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΦέ
--Spencer W. Kimball



When we 
receive 

blessings from 
God, we can 
choose to 

pause and give 
Him thanks

Learning by Example

1 Nephi 5:9

Givingthanksalways for all things unto God and the 
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
Ephesians 5:20

And it came to pass that 

they did rejoice 

exceedingly, and did offer 

sacrifice and burnt 

offerings unto the Lord; 

and 

they gave thanks unto 
the God of Israel.



What Are These Worth To You?

1 Nephi 5:10-22

One way to determine an 

objectõs worth is by 

determining what people are 

willing to pay or exchange for 
the object.

In addition to their financial value, what are 

other ways these items could have worth?



What Was the Sacrifice?

1 Nephi 5:10-22

Nephi and his brothers 
risked their lives, sacrificed 
their riches, and traveled a 
long distance.



Reading VS Searching

Quantity

Skimming

/ŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ

Skipping over mundane 
paragraphs

Setting the book aside after 
reading  

Forgetting what was read

Putting the book out of mind

Quality

Stopping and pondering

Thirsting for more

Reading over and over again for 
understanding 

Praying for spiritual impressions and 
writing down thoughts

Remembering what you felt when you 
read and the message that God had 
intended for you

Relating what you read to your life and 
how to make it better



As we search 
the 

scriptures, we 
can be filled 

with the 
Spirit and 
receive 

revelation

1 Nephi 5:7-9

òWhen we want to speak to God, we pray. And 

when we want Him to speak to us, we search the 

scriptures; for His words are spoken through His 

prophets. He will then teach us as we listen to the 

promptings of the Holy Spirit.ó 
Robert D. Hales



Enlarge my Soul

ά²ƘŜƴ L ǎŀȅ ΨǎǘǳŘȅΣΩ L ƳŜŀƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
thing sometimes to read a book of scripture within a set period of time 
to get an overall sense of its message, but for conversion, you should 
care more about the amount of time you spend in the scriptures than 
about the amount you read in that time. 

I see you sometimes reading a few verses, stopping to ponder them, 
carefully reading the verses again, and as you think about what they 
mean, praying for understanding, asking questions in your mind, waiting 
for spiritual impressions, and writing down the impressions and insights 
that come so you can remember and learn more. 

Studying in this way, you may not read a lot of chapters or verses in a 
half hour, but you will be giving place in your heart for the word of God, 
and He will be speaking to you. 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ !ƭƳŀΩǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƭƛƪŜΥ
ΨLǘ beginnethto enlarge my soul; yea, it beginnethto enlighten my 
understanding, yea, it beginnethǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ƳŜΩ ώ!ƭƳŀ онΥнуϐέ
D.Todd Christofferson



As we search 
the scriptures, 

we can 
discover their 
great worth 

for us.

Of Great Worth

1 Nephi 5:20-21

òIf you have not heard His voice 

speaking to you lately, return with new 

eyes and new ears to the scriptures. 

They are our spiritual lifeline.ó
Robert D. Hales



Concerning His Seed

Lehi was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ άŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ 
ǎŜŜŘέ όƘƛǎ ǇƻǎǘŜǊƛǘȅύΦ 

We can be filled with the Holy Spirit 
and receive revelation. 

Likewise, when we sacrifice our time 
and energy to search the scriptures as 
Lehi did, we can receive strength to 
ƪŜŜǇ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎΦ



What we can Learn
By Studying the Scriptures?

Who we are

What we can become

Prophecies for us and for our 
posterity

The commandments, laws, 
ordinances, and covenants we must 
live to obtain eternal life

How we must live in order to endure 
to the end and return to our 
Heavenly Father with honor
Robert D. Hales



Value of the Brass Plates

ά¢ƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .Ǌŀǎǎ tƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Nephitescannot be overestimated. By means of 
them they were able to preserve the language (1 Nephi 3:19), most of the 
civilization, and the religious knowledge of the people from whence they came. 
(1 Nephi 22:30.) By way of contrast, the Mulekites, who were led out of Jerusalem 
ǎƻƳŜ мм ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ [ŜƘƛΩǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .Ǌŀǎǎ 
Plates, soon dwindled in apostasy and unbelief and lost their language, civilization, 
and religion. (Omni 14-18.)

άCǊƻƳ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ .Ǌŀǎǎ tƭŀǘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
handed down and preserved by the Nephites. (Mosiah 1:16; 28:20; 3 Nephi 1:2.) At 
some future date the Lord has promised to bring them forth, undimmed by time and 
retaining their original brightness, and the scriptural accounts recorded on them are 
ǘƻ ΨƎƻ ŦƻǊǘƘ ǳƴǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƪƛƴŘǊŜŘΣ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦΩ όAlma 27:3-5; 1 Nephi 
5:18-19Φύέ
--Bruce R. McConkie



1.The first five books of the 
Old Testament (see1 Nephi 
5:11)

A. The book of Jeremiah

2. A valuable gift from the 
holy prophets (see1 Nephi 
5:13)

.Φ ¢ƻ ƘŜƭǇ [ŜƘƛΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
ǇƻǎǘŜǊƛǘȅ ƪŜŜǇ DƻŘΩǎ 
commandments

3. Writings of a prophet who 
lived in Jerusalem at the 
same time as Lehi (see 1 
Nephi5:13)

C. The books of Moses

пΦ ! ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ [ŜƘƛΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊǎ 
(see 1 Nephi5:14-16)

D. Will go forth to every 
nation, kindred, tongue, and 
people

5. The future of the plates of 
brass (see 1 Nephi 5:18) E. Genealogy

сΦ ²Ƙȅ [ŜƘƛΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ 
the plates of brass (see 1 
Nephi 4:13-15)

F. Prophecies

Contents of Brass Plates



Sources:

Videos:
Searching the Scriptures
I Found My Great Grandfather
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Marriage 1 Nephi 5:4-7:
ά! ƘŀǇǇȅ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǊƻƳŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ 
anxious concern for the comfort and well-ōŜƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴΦέIf you want a happy marriage, do what happily married 
couples do. Pres. Gordon B. Hinckley ά²Ƙŀǘ DƻŘ IŀǘƘ WƻƛƴŜŘ 
¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣέEnsign,May 1991, 73.

"These plates of brass, contained the prophecies of all the holy Prophets from the beginning-
from the days of Adam; hence they must have contained the prophecies of Enoch, Adam, 
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph in Egypt. The prophecies of Isaiah and many others 
of the holy Prophets were contained upon these plates of brass.
"Notwithstanding brass is a metallic substance capable of being dissolved and crumbling back, 
in a few years to the elements, yet there was a miracle wrought upon these plates of brass. 
The Prophet said that these plates of brass should not be dimmed by time, that God would 
preserve them to the latest generations. What for? In order that they might come forth and 
their contents be translated by the Urim and Thummim, that these contents might be 
declared to all nations, and kindreds, and tongues, and people, who were the descendants of 
Lehi upon the face of all this continent, from the frozen regions of the north to the very 
utmost extremities of South America. That all these nations should come to a knowledge of 
the things contained on those plates of brass." Orson Pratt (Journal of Discourses,16: 55)

The description of Nephi 1 Nephi 5:11-13:
The brass plates of Laban contained the history of the Jews from the 
creation down to Lehi's day.It included the Old Testament prophecies 
written prior to Lehi's day. Even the prophecies of Lehi's contemporary, 
Jeremiah, were contained on the plates (see 1 Ne 5:13).Almost all the 
major Old Testament prophets' prophecies were recorded.The 
Nephite record would not have included prophecies from Daniel, 
Ezekiel, Micah, or Malachi. This is hinted at by the ministry of the 
Savior among the Nephites. At that time, the Lord made sure that the 
most important scriptures were a part of the Nephite record.This 
required Him to rehearse some of the Old Testament prophecies which 
were either of great doctrinal importance or which the Nephites did 
not have. A careful study of 3 Nephi demonstrates that he mostly 
quoted Isaiah, Micah, and Malachi.
The plates of brass represented a larger body of literature than our 
current Old Testament. This is apparent from the statement of Nephi, 
it (today's Bible) is a record like unto the engravings which are upon 
the plates of brass, save there are not so many (1 Ne 13:23).The 
plates of brass obviously contained a considerable body of literature 
no longer extant in our Old Testament. It contained the words of many 
prophets whose message, without the Book of Mormon, would have 
otherwise been lost to the world. These were men who clearly taught 
of a Messiah who would come in the flesh to redeem his people. 
These prophets include Zenock, Zenos, and Neum(see the Book of 
Mormon Index). Gospeldoctrine.com

1 Nephi 5:11 The five books of Moses are referred to as the "Pentateuch." 
The Bible dictionary states: 
"A Greek word meaning the fivefold book; a name given to the five books 
that stand at the beginning of our Bible, and that contain the Torah or law of 
Israel. The Pentateuch was written by Moses, although it is evident that he 
used several documentary sources from which he compiled the book of 
Genesis, beside a divine revelation to him. It is also evident that scribes and 
copyists have left their traces upon the Pentateuch as we have it today; for 
example, the explanation of Moses' supposed death (Deut. 34:5-12) was 
surely added by a later hand. But latter-day revelation confirms that Moses 
was the author of the first five books of the Bible."
The first five books of Moses represent the most important of all Jewish 
canon.The Torahis the Jewish bible and contains nothing more than the first 
five books of Moses.The Talmudcontains many other Old Testament 
writings but these are considered to be less important - doctrinally and 
historically.

Quick to Forgive 5 Nephi 4-7:
άaŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜΦ LŦ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ 
taking the initiative in settling differencesτif we forgive and forget 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ Χ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǊŜŀƭ ƻǊ ŦŀƴŎƛŜŘ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ 
askforgivenessfor our own sinsτif we pay our own debts, large or 
small, before we press our debtorsτif we manage to clear our own 
eyes of the blinding beams before we magnify the motes in the eyes of 
othersτwhat a glorious world this would be! Divorce would be 
reduced to a minimum; courts would be freed from disgusting 
routines; family life would be heavenly; the building of the kingdom 
would go forward at an accelerated pace; and the peace which passeth
understanding would bring to us all a joy and happiness which has 
ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ΨŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΦΩέ
The Teachings of SpencerW. Kimball,ed. EdwardL. Kimball (1982), 
242.


