


Immanuel-- God with us

“Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and 
shall bring forth a son, and they shall call 
his name Emmanuel, which being 
interpreted is, God with us.”

Matthew 1:18-25

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder; and his name shall be called, 
Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, 
The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of government and 
peace there is no end, upon the throne 
of David, and upon his kingdom to order it, 
and to establish it with judgment and with 
justice from henceforth, even forever. The 
zeal of the Lord of Hosts will perform this.”
2 Nephi 19:6-7

Most Well Known Verses from Isaiah



Judah, Israel, and Syria

Assyrian Empire sought to conquer the three smaller nations.

Maps 1,3 and 5 

Country Judah Syria Israel

Capital City Jerusalem Damascus Samaria

Territory or 
principal tribe

Judah Aram Ephraim

Leader Ahaz (King) of the 
house of David

Rezin (King) Pekah (King) son of 
Remaliah

Victor L. Ludlow



Alliance

association, union, treaty, or pact

What are some reasons a nation might seek an 
alliance with other nations?

During the prophet Isaiah’s ministry in the kingdom 
of Judah, the kings of Israel and Syria wanted King 
Ahaz of Judah to join them in an alliance against the 
powerful empire of Assyria.
When King Ahaz refused, Israel and Syria attacked 
Judah in an effort to force the alliance and place 
another ruler on Judah’s throne. 

2 Nephi 17:1,6

2 Nephi 17–18 describes the counsel that the prophet 
Isaiah gave King Ahaz as the king tried to determine how 
to defend Judah against the threats posed by Israel, Syria, 
and Assyria.



Ahaz

His Name means: possessor

Son and successor of Jotham, King of Judah…Grandson of Uzziah (King of 
Leprosy)

He was about 20 or 23 years of age and King of Judah  730s and 720s BC

He ruled in wickedness, and made an alliance with the King of Assyria 
against Isaiah’s counsel

He conquered the temple rites and offered his own son in heathen 
sacrifice (2 Kings 16 and 2 Chronicles 28)

Isaiah had a Messianic prophecy during this time and  gave it to Ahaz

Ahaz is mentioned by Nephi in the Book of Mormon 5 times; 4 times 
while citing Isaiah 7 (2 Nephi 17) and once in citing Isaiah 14 (2 Nephi 24)

Who’s Who



Put Faith in the Lord

What do you think it means that Ahaz’s “heart was 
moved, and the heart of his people, as the trees of 
the wood are moved with the wind”? 

Ahaz and his people were fearful and unsure about what to do 
after Israel and Syria attacked them

2 Nephi 17:1-2

Because Ahaz feared Israel and Syria, he considered 
forming an alliance with Assyria to protect his kingdom 
(see 2 Kings 16:7).

Isaiah told Ahaz that if he (Ahaz) would put 
his faith in the Lord instead of making political
alliances, the Lord would protect the kingdom
of Judah..

Trees = people



“The United States and much of the world have been plunged into a state of fear by the 
terrorist attacks of 11 September 2001. But this is nothing new in the history of the world. 

The roles of terror and killing were integral parts of the Gadianton strategy in the history 
of the Nephites. This terror perpetrated in this new millennium has been skillfully 
designed to frighten us, but fear need not control us. 

The subsequent anthrax scare is perceived as being more psychologically damaging 
because it is less obvious than a plane crash. Yet we deal with far more prevalent risks 
such as staph infections, which happen every day. We are more ready to accept risks that 
we are familiar with, such as riding in an automobile or even crossing the street.

Satan is our greatest enemy and works night and day to destroy us. But we need not 
become paralyzed with fear of Satan’s power. He can have no power over us unless we 
permit it. He is really a coward, and if we stand firm he will retreat.”
James E. Faust

Be Not Afraid



burned-out torch “Don’t be alarmed by the attack. Those two kings have little 

fire left.” 

Israel and Syria had spent their strength. 

They would soon be crushed by Assyria and would no longer be a threat to Judah.

What would happen to the people of Judah if they relied on political 
alliances instead of trusting in the Lord?

What would happen if Ahaz would not trust in the Lord?

Judah would be destroyed

Smoking Firebrands

2 Nephi 17:3-8   and 2 Nephi 17:9, 17-25



When Isaiah directed Ahaz to ask for a sign, he was actually urging 
Ahaz to seek the Lord’s counsel regarding his problem.

When Ahaz refused, he was saying that he did not need God’s help
and that he intended to rely on his own judgment.

Refusing Help from the Lord

2 Nephi 17:10-12

“It is the glory of God 
to conceal a thing: but the 
honour of kings is to search out 
a matter.
The heaven for height, and the 
earth for depth, and the heart 
of kings is unsearchable.”
(Proverbs 25:2-3)



Isaiah is offering Ahaz a sign

Signs are not usually given to the wicked.

A Sign

2 Nephi 17:10-12

Isaiah is giving Ahaz the 
opportunity to change

“Each one of us has been given the 
power to change his or her life. As part of 
the Lord’s great plan of happiness, we 
have individual agency to make 
decisions. We can decide to do better 
and to be better. In some ways all of us 
need to change; that is, some of us need 
to be more kind at home, less selfish, 
better listeners, and more considerate in 
the way we treat others. Some of us have 
habits that need to be changed, habits 
that harm us and others around us. 
Sometimes we may need a jolt to propel 
us into changing.”
James E. Faust



Going Back on an unwise decision

2 Nephi 17:13-14

Ahaz choose to instruct the 
Lord to do things his way

Ahaz knew from history the consequences of asking 
for a sign. but this sign was offered by a prophet. 
Ahaz didn’t want proof because he would be under 
obligation to believe.

Ahaz was not a believer. He considered himself to 
be a practical politician who did not want Isaiah for 
his spiritual advisor. He had his own soothsayers. 

He was depending on Assyria’s help to fight these 
two nations. Ahaz had already gone to Assyrian king 
giving treasures of the temple and made a deal 
with him for protection. So he didn’t need God

Do we sometimes know the
answers to our own problems
but refuse to take counsel from
the prophets knowing we would
have to change?



Prophecy of the Savior—the sign

2 Nephi 17:13-14

“There are plural or parallel elements to this prophecy, as 
with so much of Isaiah’s writing. The most immediate 
meaning was probably focused on Isaiah’s wife, a pure and 
good woman who brought forth a son about this time, the 
child becoming a type and shadow of the greater, later 
fulfillment of the prophecy that would be realized in the birth 
of Jesus Christ.

The symbolism in the dual prophecy acquires additional 
importance when we realize that Isaiah’s wife may have been 
of royal blood, and therefore he son would have been royalty 
of the line of David. Here again is a type, a prefiguration of 
the greater Immanuel, Jesus Christ, the ultimate son of 
David, the royal King who would be born of a literal virgin. 
Indeed, his title Immanuel would be carried forward to the 
latter days, being applied to the Savior in D&C 128:22.”
Elder Jeffrey R. Holland

A virgin shall conceive—A young woman who is 
physically untouched and one who is pure and 
undefiled by the world. 
(1 Nephi 11:13-16)
“almah” Hebrew “virgin”
The Virgin names the child Immanuel
(Matthew 1:21-23)



The Child

2 Nephi 17:15-17

Before the child shall know– Before 
this child was at the age of 
accountability—age 8—Israel and Syria 
would no longer be kingdoms during 
that time.

The Lord will use Assyria to punish 
Ahaz, and his family and Judah who 
have rejects him

Judah had not had days so severe 
since Israel and Judah split

Butter and Honey—Curd and honey. The 
food of the poor man. This child was to 
live like us, learn as we do, and how to 
refuse evil and choose good.



Hiss--Whistle

2 Nephi 17:18-19

Fly/bee—fighting soldiers. The Nile 
brought swarms of flies and Assyria 
was well know for its bees.

The Lord will signal the Egyptian and Assyrians armies. 
This symbol came from an actual ancient practice of 
beekeepers who whistled to bees to get them to return 
to their hives.

They shall come—Invading 
armies would infest the land 
like insects do and there 
would be no place for the 
people to hide.



Lord’s Hired Razor

2 Nephi 17:20-22

In that day—a message from Isaiah 
to us. 

The Lord will use the Assyrian army. The 
symbol of the razor is used because 
Assyria was know for capturing an enemy 
and shaving them head to toe to 
humiliate and put under subjection as 
slaves.
Taking away their Pride Nourish a cow/sheep—talking of 

those who will be left in Judah---
they will be poor—instead of 
possessing great herds and flocks, 
they will have only enough to exist.

Abundance of Milk—Israel used to be called a 
land flowing with milk and honey, symbolizing 
the fertile and productive land. Fresh milk in 
abundance is gone and only butter and wild 
honey exists—food for the poor man



1,000 Vines at 1,000 Silverlings

2 Nephi 17:23-25

The great vineyards that were once worth 1,000 
coins of silver, are now thorns

Apostasy With bows and arrows shall men come–
agriculture will be replaced by hunters 
seeking their prey. Survival of the fittest. 
They’ll need to be armed in order to live 
and protect themselves.

Oxen/sheep—Cultivated farmland will 
become range for cattle and sheep



The Promise of Immanuel

2 Nephi 17:23-25

Isaiah  message is one of importance that 
assures us that “God is with us.”

What are the dangers in pursuing foolish 
alliances instead of a relationship with the 
greatest Ally of all?

Isaiah was trying to tell Ahaz that it doesn’t 
matter if Syria is “with you” or Israel is “with 
you.” What matters is that God is with you. 

Any other alliance is meaningless, or worse, a 
distraction from the only alliance that matters. 



Who is Your Alliance With?

2 Nephi 17:23-25

“If God be for us, who can be 
against us?” Romans 8:31 “In our day, we are tempted to form 

alliances—perhaps not with neighboring 
kingdoms, but in our quest for wealth, our 
physical appearance, our image, or notoriety 
(popularity). When we seek security in the 
things of the world, the world eventually turns 
on us. Just as the Assyrians turned on Ahaz. ..

Someone once said, “Unless you have chosen 
the kingdom of God first, it will in the end 
make no difference what you have chosen 
instead.”
John Bytheway



Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz

2 Nephi 18:3-4

Son of Isaiah
Longest word in the Bible

Name means “destruction is imminent” 
or “the spoil speeds, the prey hastens.” 
or
interpretation by Terry B. Ball “Here 
Comes Trouble”

“And I went unto the prophetess; and she conceived 
and bare a son. Then said the Lord to me: Call his 
name, Maher-shalal-hash-baz.
For behold, the child shall not have knowledge to cry, 
My father, and my mother, before the riches of 
Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall be taken 
away before the king of Assyria.”

Isaiah’s wife conceives a son

Before the child is old enough to speak 
the riches of Damascus and the goods 
of Samaria would be taken by the King



Waters of Shiloah

2 Nephi 18: 5-8 and 2 Kings 19:32-35

Isaiah prophesied that the Assyrians would 
advance to the walls of Jerusalem—in 
other words, the neck of the city. 

This prophecy was fulfilled when 185,000 
Assyrian soldiers came to attack Jerusalem, 
stopping at the walls of the city. 

The Lord defended His people by sending 
an angel to destroy the attacking army.

Part of the ancient water supply 
of Jerusalem

Waters go softly-- a living Christ imagery, 
however Judah was headed for the waters 
to bring death—in the form of armies



Who’s Who

2 Nephi 18: 6

Rezin—King of Syria
who entered into an
alliance with Pekah,
King of Israel

They besieged Jerusalem during 
the reign of Ahaz, King of Judah

With the alliance Ahaz induced 
the Assyrians to advance on 
Damascus causing Rezin to return 
to his own domain where he was 
slain (2 Kings 16:9)

Remaliah—father of Pekah

Pekah was the son
of Remaliah, a captain in
the army of Pekahiah, 
king of Israel. Aided by
a band of Gileadites,
Pekah slew the king and
took his place on the 
throne (2 Kings 15:25)
He ruled in wickedness until he was 
slain by Hoshea

Hoshea—was the last king of Israel
(9 years) prior to the Assyrian 
deportation of the ten tribes of 
Israel beyond the Euphrates River 
around 721 BC (2 Kings 15:30)
He also ruled in wickedness



The Warning

2 Nephi 18: 9-13

What would be the consequences for those who would fight against Judah?

Why would these nations be destroyed?
feared the threat of Israel and Syria
He was thinking about joining forces with Assyria. 

What did the Lord say concerning whether Judah should form a confederacy (join Assyria)?

In whom did Isaiah tell the people to put their trust?

Based on fear, what situations might tempt you to make a wrong choice?

If you have turned to God for strength and you have been tempted, how has God helped you? 

God will be with us when we trust in Him, even during times of 
difficulty and fear.



Fear the Lord

2 Nephi 18:13

”Sanctify the Lord of 
Hosts himself, and let 
him be your fear, and 
let him be your dread.” “Fearing the Lord means to be reverent and to 

love Him and to keep His commandments.

We show that we serve the Lord by the way in which we 
live the commandments received from Him, by the work 
we do to help establish the kingdom of God on earth, and 
by the way we act towards our neighbor.

Putting away worldly gods means keeping impure 
thoughts out of our minds, shedding all hateful feelings 
from our hearts, and ridding our lives of everything which 
may prevent the Holy Ghost from being always with us.”
Adhemar Damiani



Broken in Pieces

2 Nephi 18:14

Stone and stumbling block and for a Rock of offense--
misplaced allegiances

“A Standard of Truth has been erected; no 
unhallowed hand can stop the work from 
progressing; persecutions may rage, mobs may 
combine, armies may assemble, calamity may 
defame, but the truth of God will go forth boldly, 
nobly, and independent, till it has penetrated every 
continent, visited every clime, swept every country, 
and sounded in every ear, till the purposes of God 
shall be accomplished and the Great Jehovah shall 
say the work is done.” Joseph Smith



Testimony

2 Nephi 18:17

Isaiah “binds” up his testimony and leaves 
it for the disciples to be the witnesses

Hideth his face (3 Nephi 22:8)

“In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment, 
but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, 
saith the Lord thy Redeemer.”

Isaiah 54:8

“In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; 
but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, 
saith the LORD thy Redeemer.”

Does the Lord Hide?



For Signs and Wonders

2 Nephi 18:18

Isaiah and his sons are “for signs and wonders”

Name meanings:

Isaiah = Jehovah is salvation

Maher-shalal-hash-baz = destruction is imminent

Shearjashub = a remnant shall return

“Behold, I and the children whom the Lord 
hath given me are for signs and for 
wonders in Israel from the Lord of Hosts, 
which dwelleth in Mount Zion.”



What is the Truth?

2 Nephi 18:19

Those who seek truth through Medium will find darkness

Isaiah warns of the dangers of:

Counterfeit revelation
Spiritual mediums,
Fortune tellers
Astrologers
Spirit of Divination

Read story in Acts 16:17

The missionaries 
encounter a “certain 
damsel possessed”

She foretold of “These 
men” being servants of 
the most high God. She 
told a truth. She brought 
her masters much “gain 
by soothsaying”

Paul recognized that 
she had a truth but 
it came from the 
wrong source.

“…But Paul, being grieved, turned and 
said to the spirit, I command thee in the 
name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” 



Why Cast Out Her Gift? 

Spirit of divination

It is important for us to understand why this woman's actions grieved Paul so.

This spirit claimed to know certain truths of God and to "prophecy" about them, but it was 
the wrong spirit. 

Someone can say something that is true, but still be demonically inspired. 

Paul was able to discern the spirit operating behind those words. This is why God tells us to 
test the spirits (I John 4:1).

Even truths spoken in the wrong spirit is not the “Way of the Lord”

1 John 4:1
“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits 
whether they are of God: because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world.”



The Law and the Prophets

2 Nephi 18:20—Book of Mormon Student Handbook 121-122

The Law

Genesis

Exodus

Leviticus

Numbers

Deuteronomy

The Prophets

Isaiah

Jeremiah

Ezekiel

Daniel

Etc.

The Writings

Joshua

Judges

Samuel

Kings

Etc.

The Poetic Books

Psalms

Proverbs

Isaiah testifies that spiritual light comes from the Lord through the Law (the first five books of the
Old Testament) and the testimony of the prophets—(whose words are also contained in books of
the Old Testament) the New Testament often refers to certain Old Testament writing as “the law
and the prophets” (Matthew 22:40)



Pass Through it

2 Nephi 18:21-22

They—

“And they shall pass through it, hardly bestead and 
hungry: and it shall come to pass, that when they shall 
be hungry, they shall fret themselves, and curse their 
king and their God, and look upward.
And they shall look unto the earth; and behold trouble 
and darkness, dimness of anguish; and they shall 
be driven to darkness.”

“My people will be led away captive, stumbling, 
weary and hungry. And because they are hungry 
they will rave and shake their fists at heaven and 
curse their King and their God. Wherever they look 
there will be trouble and anguish and dark despair. 
And they will be thrust out into darkness.”
John Bytheway

Another Translation



Pass Through it

John Bytheway

We can either accept the living waters that “go 
softly” or be overcome with the current:

Current concerns
Current fashions
Current fads
Current preoccupations that come upon us
Current politics
Current philosophies

We can either build on the rock, or 
stumble over it, but either way, the rock is 
right in front of us and we must decide 
what we’re going to do with it. 

What think ye of Christ?
(Matthew 22:42) 

Shall we stumble or stand?
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Judah, Israel, and Syria

Assyrian Empire sought to conquer the three smaller nations.

Maps 1,3 and 5  and 2 Nephi 17-18 

Country Judah Syria Israel

Capital City Jerusalem Damascus Samaria

Territory or 
principal tribe

Judah Aram Ephraim

Leader Ahaz (King) of the 
house of David

Rezin (King) Pekah (King) son of 
Remaliah

Victor L. Ludlow



Themes Isaiah 7: 14-17 Isaiah 8: 3- 7 

Mother Virgin (14) Prophetess (3) , 

Conception Shall conceive (14) She conceived (3) 

Child is a son Bear a son (14) Bare a son (3) 

Naming of son Call his name Immanuel (14) Call his name 

Maher-shalal-hash-baz 

Child shall have Before the child shall know (16) Before the child shall have 

knowledge knowledge (4) 

Child before To refuse the evil and choose the To cry, My father, and my 

eight years good (16) mother (4) 

Land Land ... shall be forsaken (16) Damascus and ... Samaria shall 

be taken away (4) 

Kings Both her kings (16) King of Assyria (4) 

Role of the Lord Lord shall bring upon thee (17) Lordbringeth up upon them (7) 

Assyrian king King of Assyria (17) King of Assyria (7) 

Themes Isaiah 7 :14-17 , Isaiah 8: 3-7 Matthew 1:21 

Mother Virgin (14) Prophetess (3) She (Mary) 

Conception 
Shall conceive 

(14) 
Conceived (3) Bring forth 

Child is a son Bear a son (14) Bare a son (3) A son 

Naming of son Call his name 
Call his name 

Maher-
Call his name Jesus 

I 
Immanuel (14) shalal-hash-baz 

Matthews account of 

the fulfillment of this 

prophecy in the 

meridian of time

The Lord extended a sign to Ahaz to give 

him courage to trust in the Lord’s message 

to him through his prophet, Isaiah. The sign 

pertained to a specific virgin who would 

conceive and bring forth a son whose name 

would be called Immanuel. The prophecy 

has a dual application. First, the greater 

fulfillment is in Christ, who was Immanuel, 

the son of the virgin Mary. (Matthew 1 :21-

23) Second, because the sign was given to 

strengthen Ahaz it would have to have some 

fulfillment during his lifetime. The lesser 

fulfillment was that Isaiah's wife, the 

prophetess, would bring forth a son, and all 

the conditions of his birth would be a type 

for Christ. (Jeffrey R. Holland Christ and the New 
Covenant pg. 79)

THE SIGN TO AHAZ: THE IMMANUEL PHOPHECY


