


“Manner” of Prophesying
Why did Nephi’s people find Isaiah’s prophecies hard to 
understand? 
(2 Nephi 1)

They did not know “concerning the manner of prophesying 
among the Jews.”

What are some characteristics of the ancient Jews’ prophecies?

Isaiah and other prophets used symbolism and poetic language.

Would it be helpful to understand this
“manner” of writing?

2 Nephi 25:1



How and Where Can I Find It?
By:
Examining the literary mode of communication, Isaiah’s poetic  
parallelisms and patterns.

Searching special names, titles, history, and descriptions of visual 
objects. Example: Trees often refer to people

Using footnotes in scriptures, Topical Guide and Bible Dictionary 
entries, and viewing reverent insights from the latter-day prophets 
and apostles. Example: The New Era, Ensign, and Conference Talks

2 Nephi 25:1

The 
Holy Bible

2 Nephi 24:1 Isaiah 14:1

Don’t forget to 
pray for 

understanding



2 Nephi 25:4

The Key

What is the key to unlocking Isaiah’s words?
(2 Nephi 25:4)
The spirit of prophecy.

“…for because the words of Isaiah are 
not plain unto you, nevertheless they 
are plain unto all those that are filled 
with the spirit of prophecy…”

“Nephi helps us understand what Isaiah 
says and he also teaches us why Isaiah is 
difficult yet understandable. 
From Nephi’s words we can also learn 
how to study and understand Isaiah’s 
teaching and prophecies.” 
Victor L. Ludlow

“A prophecy consists of divinely inspired words or 
writings, which a person receives through 
revelation from the Holy Ghost. The testimony of 
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy (Rev. 19:10). A 
prophecy may pertain to the past, present, or 
future. 

When a person prophesies, he speaks or writes 
that which God wants him to know, for his own 
good or the good of others. Individuals may 
receive prophecy or revelation for their own lives”
-- Guide to the Scriptures



2 Nephi 25:4

Increasing in Isaiah’s Words
By:
Seeking the guidance of the Holy Ghost 

And
Having a testimony of Jesus Christ and a 
desire to learn of Him. 

Approaching Isaiah’s Words:
Always look for ways his prophecy 
testifies of the Savior. 

You will be able to learn what God 
wants you to know, for your own 
good or for the good of others.



Beheld the Things of the Jews
And:
“know concerning the regions round about” Nephi and his 
family understood the Hebrew literary techniques of Isaiah…
However since Nephi’s brothers were spiritually insensitive, 
they may have missed the correct interpretation.

What can we do to gain some knowledge of these things? 
By studying the culture, history, and geography of ancient 
Israel.

2 Nephi 25:5-6



2 Nephi 25:8

Lock It Up

When people want to keep valuable possessions safe, they 
often lock them up.
They might keep the only key to the lock, or they might give a 
copy of the key to a trusted friend or family member.

Nephi knew that the prophecies of Isaiah were “of great worth” 

However, he did not keep them secret. 

“…they are of worth unto the children of men, and he that 
supposeth that they are not, unto them will I speak 
particularly, and confine the words unto mine own people; for 
I know that they shall be of great worth unto them in the last 
days; for in that day shall they understand them; wherefore, 
for their good have I written them.”



How and Where Can I Find It?
What prophecies have we studied that have already been fulfilled? 
The prophecies about the Salt Lake Temple [see 2 Nephi 12:2–3]

The birth of Jesus Christ [see2 Nephi 19:6]

Joseph Smith [see 2 Nephi 21:1, 10]
Because these Prophecies have been fulfilled, what does that do for 
your testimony?

2 Nephi 25:7-8

Remember: You can grow in their 
understanding of Isaiah’s words as they seek 
the spirit of prophecy. You can enhance your 
understanding through a study of the ancient 
Jews’ manner of prophesying and the culture, 
history, and geography of ancient Israel.



Nephi Prophesied About the Jews

2 Nephi 25:9-19

The Jews who had been taken captive to Babylon 
after the destruction of Jerusalem would return to 
“the land of their inheritance” v 9-11

Jesus Christ, the Messiah, would live among them, 
but many would reject Him and crucify Him v 12-13

After the Savior’s death and Resurrection, Jerusalem 
would again be destroyed, and the Jews would be 
scattered and scourged by other nations v 14-15

They would eventually believe in Jesus Christ and 
His Atonement, and the Lord would restore them 
“from their lost and fallen state” v 16-19



Salvation Comes Through Jesus
Do latter-day saints believe in Jesus Christ? Have you ever been told that 
you do not believe in Christ?

“And, notwithstanding we believe in Christ, we keep the law of Moses, and 
look forward with steadfastness unto Christ, until the law shall be fulfilled.” 
2 Nephi 25:24

The “right way” is to believe in Christ and not deny him. 

Believing in Jesus Christ is the right way, why?

Salvation comes only through Jesus Christ.
Because of Jesus Christ, we can be saved by grace after all we can do.
Through the Savior’s Atonement, we can receive a remission of our sins.

2 Nephi 25:20-30



Messiah

The word name can be used to represent a person or to represent his or her 
power or authority. 

Thus, another way of saying that “Jesus Christ is the only name whereby we can 
be saved” is “Jesus Christ is the only person with the power to save us,” or “Jesus 
Christ is the only person who can save us.”

2 Nephi 25:16, 20

The anointed Prophet, Priest, King, and Deliverer” 

“Many Jews were looking only for a deliverer from the 

Roman power and for a greater national prosperity; thus, 

when the Messiah came, the leaders and many others 
rejected him.”

(Guide to the Scriptures)

Jesus Christ is 
the only name 
whereby we 
can be saved



“Many people feel discouraged because
they constantly fall short. They know
firsthand that ‘the spirit indeed is
willing, but the flesh is weak’.

They raise their voices with Nephi in
proclaiming, ‘My soul grieveth because
of mine iniquities’.
Dieter F. Uchtdorf

2 Nephi 25:21-30; Matthew 26:41; Romans 7:19; 2 Nephi 4:17

Why is it easy to feel discouraged at times 

because of our weaknesses or sins?

To Feel Discouraged

We are 
saved by the 

grace of 
Jesus Christ, 
after all we 

can do.



The Word Grace
“The main idea of the word [grace] is divine means of help or strength, given through the bounteous mercy 
and love of Jesus Christ.

“It is through the grace of the Lord Jesus, made possible by his atoning sacrifice, that mankind will be 
raised in immortality, every person receiving his body from the grave in a condition of everlasting life.

It is likewise through the grace of the Lord that individuals, through faith in the atonement of Jesus Christ 
and repentance of their sins, receive strength and assistance to do good works that they otherwise would 
not be able to maintain if left to their own means.

This grace is an enabling power that allows men and women to lay hold on eternal life and exaltation after 
they have expended their own best efforts.

“Divine grace is needed by every soul in consequence of the fall of Adam and also because of man’s 
weaknesses and shortcomings. However, grace cannot suffice without total effort on the part of the 
recipient. Hence the explanation, ‘It is by grace that we are saved, after all we can do’ (2 Ne. 25:23). It is 
truly the grace of Jesus Christ that makes salvation possible.” (Bible Dictionary, “Grace”).

2 Nephi 25:23



“I wonder if sometimes we misinterpret the phrase 
‘after all we can do.’ We must understand that ‘after’ 
does not equal ‘because.’

“We are not saved ‘because’ of all that we can do. Have 
any of us done all that we can do? Does God wait until 
we’ve expended every effort before He will intervene in 
our lives with His saving grace?”
Dieter F. Uchtdorf

2 Nephi 25:23

After All We Can Do

“We do not need to achieve some minimum level of capacity 

or goodness before God will help—divine aid can be ours 

every hour of every day, no matter where we are in the path of 

obedience. But I know that beyond desiring His help, we must 

exert ourselves, repent, and choose God for Him to be able to 

act in our lives consistent with justice and moral agency.”
D. Todd Christofferson



2 Nephi 25:24-25

Moses and the Brass Serpent

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of man be lifted up:

That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
eternal life.
John 3:14-15

By talking of, 
testifying of, 

and rejoicing in 
Jesus Christ, we 
can help others 
look to Him for 
a remission of 

their sins.



Gospel Topics

Are Mormons Christian?

“Members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints unequivocally affirm themselves to be Christians. 
They worship God the Eternal Father in the name of 
Jesus Christ. When asked what the Latter-day Saints 
believe, Joseph Smith put Christ at the center: 

‘The fundamental principles of our religion is the 
testimony of the apostles and prophets concerning Jesus 
Christ, “that he died, was buried, and rose again the third 
day, and ascended up into heaven;” and all other things 
are only appendages to these, which pertain to our 
religion’.
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Faith
“As a Church we have critics, many of them. They say we do not believe in the traditional Christ of Christianity. 
There is some substance to what they say. 

Our faith, our knowledge is not based on ancient tradition, the creeds which came of a finite understanding 
and out of the almost infinite discussions of men trying to arrive at a definition of the risen Christ. 

Our faith, our knowledge comes of the witness of a prophet in this dispensation who saw before him the great 
God of the universe and His Beloved Son, the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ. 
They spoke to him. He spoke with Them. He testified openly, unequivocally, and unabashedly of that great 
vision. 

It was a vision of the Almighty and of the Redeemer of the world, glorious beyond our understanding but 
certain and unequivocating in the knowledge which it brought. 

It is out of that knowledge, rooted deep in the soil of modern revelation, that we, in the words of Nephi, ‘talk 
of Christ, we rejoice in Christ, we preach of Christ, we prophesy of Christ, and we write according to our 
prophecies, that [we and] our children may know to what source [we] may look for a remission of [our] sins.’”
Gordon B. Hinckley
“We Look to Christ,” Ensign, May 2002, 90–91).

Grace…After All We Can Do 2 Nephi 25:23:
“My testimony to you is that the safety, peace, joy, and security we seek are
found only in accepting and sincerely believing in the life and mission of Jesus
Christ, the Son of Almighty God. As we embrace His teachings, we give up all of
our sins, we repent, and we do all that is in our power to come unto Him in a
true spirit of discipleship, knowing perfectly well that it is through His grace that
we are saved, even after all that we can do. And as we give ourselves to Christ,
fully and completely, we find safety, peace, joy, and security in Him” (in “Latter-
day Counsel,”).
M. Russell Ballard

The Name 2 Nephi 25:19:
"One of the marvelous contributions of modern revelation (including the Book 
of Mormon) is an insight into the nature of Christ's eternal gospel, the revelation 
to the Church and to the world that Christian prophets have taught Christian 
doctrine and administered Christian ordinances since the days of Adam. The 
name of the Messiah--revealed to us as Jesus Christ, meaning literally 'Jehovah 
is salvation, the anointed one'--was known from the very beginning of earth's 
history. God spoke to Adam as follows: 'I made the world, and men before they 
were in the flesh. And [God] also said unto him: If thou wilt turn unto me, and 
hearken unto my voice, and believe, and repent of all thy transgressions, and be 
baptized, even in water in the name of mine Only Begotten Son, who is full of 
grace and truth, which is Jesus Christ, ... ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost.' (Moses 6:51-52.) Enoch, whose name and city are associated with 
transcendent righteousness, pleaded in behalf of the people of the earth: 'I ask 
thee, O Lord, in the name of thine Only Begotten, even Jesus Christ, that thou 
wilt have mercy upon Noah and his seed, that the earth might never more be 
covered by the floods' (Moses 7:50). Noah called upon a wicked 
generation: 'Believe and repent of your sins and be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, even as our Fathers, and ye shall receive the Holy 
Ghost' (Moses 8:24). Likewise, the brother of Jared, the spiritual leader among 
that colony which left the eastern hemisphere at the time of the confusion of 
tongues at the Tower of Babel was told: 'Behold, I am he who was prepared 
from the foundation of the world to redeem my people. Behold, I am Jesus 
Christ.' (Ether 3:14.)" (McConkie and Millet, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book 
of Mormon, vol. 1, p. 292)

Written Always in Their Heart 2 Nephi 25:26:

"Those who are committed to Christ 'stand as witnesses of God at all times and in all things, 

and in all places' that they may be in 'even until death' (Mosiah 18:9). They 'retain the name' of 

Christ 'written always' in their hearts (Mosiah 5:12). They take upon themselves 'the name of 

Christ, having a determination to serve him to the end' (Moroni 6:3).

"When we live a Christ-centered life, 'we talk of Christ, we rejoice in Christ, we preach of 

Christ' (2 Nephi 25:26). We 'receive the pleasing word of God, and feast upon his love' (Jacob 

3:2). Even when Nephi's soul was grieved because of his iniquities, he said, 'I know in whom I 

have trusted. My God hath been my support.' (2 Nephi 4:19-20.)

"We remember Alma's counsel: 'Let all thy doings be unto the Lord, and whithersoever thou 

goest let it be in the Lord; yea, let all thy thoughts be directed unto the Lord; yea, let the 

affections of thy heart be placed upon the Lord forever. Counsel with the Lord in all thy doings.' 

(Alma 37:36-37.)" (The Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson, p. 11)



The Law of Moses The Gospel of Jesus Christ

1. The Law: the 10 Commandments, etc.
focusing on one's actions & the outward
ordinances

1. The Law: the higher law, focusing on one's actions,
thoughts, and desires and requiring the exercise of faith.

2. The Covenant: If the Israelites keep the
commandments, they are promised, I will
walk among you, and will be your God, and
ye shall be my people (Leviticus 26:12).

2. The Covenant: the new and everlasting
covenant. See also Hebrews 10:16-20

3. Blessings: see Deuteronomy 28:1-14
3. Blessings: all the blessings of the covenant
of Abraham and eternal life (DC 132)

4. Cursings: see Deuteronomy 28:15-68
4. Cursings: to be turned over to the buffetings
of Satan (DC 104:9). See also DC 84:41-42.

5. Priesthood: Aaronic 5. Priesthood: Melchizedek

6. Temple: Tabernacle of Moses, and the
Temple of Solomon

6. Temple: Latter-day Temples with saving
ordinances for the living and the dead

7. Sacrifice: of the firstborn
shall make an atonement for...his sin, and it
shall be forgiven him (Leviticus 4:26)

7. Sacrifice: The offering of Christ's perfect
sacrifice requires of us a broken heart and a
contrite spirit (3 Nephi 9:19-20)

In spite of the Nephite obedience to the Law of Moses, 

they understood the reason the law was given-as a 

symbol for the mission of Jesus Christ. Hence the 

explanation by Nephi, the law hath become dead unto us, 
and we are made alive in Christ because of our faith.


