Primary 5: D&C and Church
History Lesson 31 The
Extermination Order
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Instructions:
Copy map for each child
Copy History (only one)
Cut and hand out individual history to children.
Have children read one at a time and write in
number matching the history with the City
3. The following month, mob members planned to
See Answers on sample page
attack the Saints at Adam-ondi-Ahman. Two leaders
1. On election day in August 1838, a group of Latterday Saint men from Adam-ondi-Ahman went to the
town of Gallatin to vote. They were met by a mob
who wanted to stop them. The men in the mob
were afraid their candidate would not win the
election if the Saints voted. A man from the mob hit
one of the Saints and knocked him down, and a
fight broke out. Several people, both Saints and
mob members, were hurt.
2. By the next day, when Church leaders in Far West,
Missouri, heard about the fight, the reports had
become exaggerated, saying that some members of
the Church had been killed. Joseph Smith and some
other men armed themselves and rode to the
settlement at Adam-ondi-Ahman, where they found
out that fortunately no one had been killed.
Enemies of the Church falsely accused Church
members of starting the fight, and several untrue
reports were sent to Lilburn W. Boggs, governor of
Missouri.

of the Missouri militia (local army), Major General
David Atchison and Brigadier General Alexander
Doniphan, protected the Saints and prevented
actual fighting.
4. Other mobs were causing problems for Church
members in the nearby town of DeWitt. Members
of the Church sent a request for help to the
governor, but he did not answer. Concerned about
the Saints, Joseph Smith rode on back roads and
slipped past mob members guarding the roads to
get to DeWitt. He found the people almost starving
while trying to oppose the large mob. The Saints
again asked the governor for help and protection,
but the governor refused to help, saying that “the
quarrel was between the Mormons and the mob”
and that they should “fight it out” themselves
(History of the Church, 3:157). Unable to get help,
the Saints decided to leave DeWitt. They packed up
seventy wagons and left on 11 October. A woman
who had just had a baby died the first day the group
left, and several more of the group died before they
reached safety.

5. The mobs were pleased by their success in driving the
Saints out of DeWitt and by the governor’s refusal to get
involved. They decided to attack Adam-ondi-Ahman
next. Colonel George M. Hinkle, a member of the
Church who was also a member of the Missouri militia,
helped organize the Saints to protect themselves.
Joseph Smith led some volunteers from Far West to help
the people in Adam-ondi-Ahman. When they arrived, in
the middle of October, they found that several Saints
had been tied up and whipped, houses had been
burned down, and livestock had been chased away.
6. The Saints were then warned that the Missouri militia
was planning to attack Far West, so they prepared to
defend themselves. Part of the militia, led by Captain
Samuel Bogart, started attacking the homes of the
Saints near Far West. The militia took three prisoners
and ordered the rest of the members of the Church to
leave Missouri. Colonel Hinkle gathered a group of
Saints to rescue the prisoners before they were killed.
Early one morning this group prepared to cross the
Crooked River, twenty miles from Far West. They did not
know that Captain Bogart and his soldiers were hiding
by the river. One of Bogart’s guards fired a shot, and the
fighting began. The battle ended quickly, but men on
both sides were wounded, including Elder David W.
Patten, one of the Twelve Apostles, who died several
hours later. Two other members of the Church were also
killed.

7. Reports of the battle that reached Governor
Boggs were greatly exaggerated. The governor was
told that members of the Church had killed or
imprisoned all of Captain Bogart’s militia members.
All over northern Missouri mobs were attacking
Latter-day Saint settlements, setting fire to houses
and crops, stealing cattle, and taking prisoners, but
the governor believed that the Saints were causing
the problems. General Atchison urged Governor
Boggs to come and see for himself what was
happening, but instead the governor believed the
false reports he had heard and ordered his troops
to fight against the Saints. He wrote, “The Mormons
must be treated as enemies and must be
exterminated or driven from the state” (History of
the Church, 3:175; emphasis in original). Explain
that exterminate means kill or get rid of. By the end
of October 1838 more than two thousand men had
gathered outside Far West, prepared to carry out
the governor’s “extermination order.”

8. Twelve miles east of Far West was Haun’s Mill, a
small town founded by a member of the Church
named Jacob Haun. The town had a mill for grinding
grain, a blacksmith shop, and a few houses. After
the battle at Crooked River, Joseph Smith told all
the Saints to move into Far West or Adam-ondiAhman for protection, but Jacob Haun did not want
to leave his property. He ignored what the Prophet
said and instructed the other families to stay in the
town. They set up guards to protect the mill and the
town.
On 30 October nine wagons from Kirtland arrived in
Haun’s Mill. The people in them had been stopped
by the mob two days before and had been forced to
give up all their guns and ammunition. They
decided to rest at Haun’s Mill for a few days before
traveling to Far West. That afternoon a group of 240
men attacked Haun’s Mill. Many of the townspeople
ran into the woods, while some of the men ran to
the blacksmith shop, planning to use it as a fort.
Members of the mob aimed their guns through the
wide cracks in the walls and the open door of the
blacksmith shop and fired many shots. They then
entered the building and deliberately killed a tenyear-old boy hiding there and dragged the boy’s
dying father around the floor, trying to steal his
boots. Seventeen people were killed during the raid
and thirteen more were wounded.

9. The day after the attack at Haun’s Mill, some
members of the Missouri militia surrounded Far
West. Colonel Hinkle, a member of the Church who
had previously helped his fellow Saints, turned
against the Church. He betrayed Joseph Smith and
the other Church leaders by pretending to arrange a
peace conference with General Samuel D. Lucas of
the militia. Instead General Lucas took the Church
leaders prisoner. General Lucas ordered that the
Church leaders be executed, but General Doniphan,
a friend of the Saints, refused to participate and
ordered General Lucas not to hold the execution.
The Saints were ordered to leave Missouri, but they
were finally allowed to stay in Far West through the
winter as long as they did not plant crops or make
any plans to stay longer.
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