


2 Nephi 27

Each item has a solution to a problem

What might be the problem? 
What is the solution?

Nephi’s prophecy tells us of problems that would exist in our day. He 
taught that people would stumble spiritually because of their iniquity, 
that they would suffer from spiritual blindness, and that they would 
reject the prophets. Nephi also prophesied about what God would do to 
solve these problems.



2 Nephi 27:1

Days of  the Gentiles
Jesus foretells the doom of Jerusalem and the destruction of the temple—
Great calamities will precede His Second Coming…Matthew 24

Jesus tells of the calamities and signs preceding the Second Coming—There 
will be false Christs and false prophets…Mark 13:1-37

He tells of the signs to precede His Second Coming …Luke 21:5-36

Christ revealed signs of His coming as given on the Mount of Olives; 24–38, 

The gospel will be restored, the times of the Gentiles will be fulfilled, and a 
desolating sickness will cover the land; 39–47,

Signs, wonders, and the Resurrection are to attend the Second Coming; 48–53, 

Christ will stand on the Mount of Olives, and the Jews will see the wounds in 
His hands and feet; 54–59, 

The Lord will reign during the Millennium; 60–62…D&C 45:16-59

“But, behold, in the last days, or in the 
days of the Gentiles—yea, behold all 
the nations of the Gentiles and also 
the Jews, both those who shall come 
upon this land and those who shall be 
upon other lands, yea, even upon all 
the lands of the earth, behold, they 
will be drunken with iniquity and all 
manner of abominations—”



2 Nephi 27:2 and D&C 43:25

How Oft Have I Called On You?
The mouth of my 

servants
Ministering 

angels?

Mine own voice

The voice of 
thunderings

The voice of 
lightnings

The voice of 
voice of 

tempests

The voice of 
earthquakes

Great 
hailstones

Famines and 
pestilences of 

every kind

The great 
sound of a 

trump

The voice of 
judgment

By:

“And would have 

saved you with an 

everlasting 

salvation, but ye 

would not.”

…But ye 

would not…



2 Nephi 27:3-5

Nations Fight Against Zion
The Great and Abominable Church--Any organization that fights 
against the Church of the Lamb, or opposes its practices or beliefs
(2 Nephi:10:16)

Ariel- another name for Jerusalem

The wicked who fight will be punished

In terms of a “nightmare” in which they are starving 
and thirsting yet can not be filled. (Isaiah 29:7-8) 
The Soul is empty

Drunken Men--
“ …in a spiritual sense drunkenness 
means apostasy”
Bruce R. McConkie

They stumble through life, unsure of 
their spiritual desires or heavenly 
origin and destiny

They have “closed their eyes” to truths of the gospel and rejected 
the prophets and rulers—spiritual blindness (Isaiah 29:10)

JFM and RLM



2 Nephi 27:5

In the last 
days, many 

people will be 
full of iniquity 
and will reject 
the prophets

“I know of nothing in the history of the Church or in 

the history of the world to compare with our present 

circumstances. Nothing happened in Sodom and 

Gomorrah which exceeds in wickedness and 

depravity that which surrounds us now.

“Words of profanity, vulgarity, and blasphemy are 

heard everywhere. Unspeakable wickedness and 

perversion were once hidden in dark places; now 

they are in the open, even accorded legal protection.

“At Sodom and Gomorrah these things were 

localized. Now they are spread across the 

world, and they are among us.” 
Boyd K. Packer



2 Nephi 27:6

Prophecy of  the Book of  Mormon

A Sealed Religious Record:

”And the vision of all is become unto 
you as the words of a book that 
is sealed, which men deliver to one 
that is learned, saying, Read this, I 
pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; for 
it is sealed:” (Isaiah 29:11)

“And it shall come to pass that the 
Lord God shall bring forth 
unto you the words of a book, and 
they shall be the words of them 
which have slumbered.
And behold the book shall be sealed; 
and in the book shall be a
revelation from God, from the 
beginning of the world to the 
ending thereof.”

JFM and RLM



Shall Be Sealed

Brother of Jared had seen a vision of things from premortality
to the end of the Millennium (Ether 3:22-28; 4:4-7)

“And behold, when ye shall come unto me, ye shall write them 
and shall seal them up, that no one can interpret them; for ye 
shall write them in a language that they cannot be read.” (Ether 
2:22)

“Wherefore the Lord hath commanded me to write them; and I 
have written them. And he commanded me that I should seal 
them up; and he also hath commanded that I should seal up the 
interpretation thereof; wherefore I have sealed up the
interpreters, according to the commandment of the Lord.” 
(Ether 4:5)

2 Nephi 27:7



A Record
Enoch
“…and he beheld also things which were 
not visible to the natural eye; and from 
thenceforth came the saying abroad in 
the land: A seer hath the Lord raised up 
unto his people.” (Moses:6:36)
For a book of remembrance we 
have written among us, according to the 
pattern given by the finger of God; and it 
is given in our own language.”
(Moses 6:46)

2 Nephi 27:7

“But the records of the fathers, even the 
patriarchs, concerning the right of Priesthood, 
the Lord my God preserved in mine own 
hands; therefore a knowledge of the beginning 
of the creation, and also of the planets, and of 
the stars, as they were made known unto the 
fathers, have I kept even unto this day, and I 
shall endeavor to write some of these things 
upon this record, for the benefit of my 
posterity that shall come after me.”
(Abraham 1:31)



Others Have Seen and Heard
“And he saw God face to face, and 
he talked with him, and the glory of God 
was upon Moses; therefore Moses could 
endure his presence.” (Moses 1:1)

“But now mine own eyes 
have beheld God; but not my natural, but 
my spiritual eyes, for my natural eyes 
could not have beheld; for I should 
have withered and died in his presence; 
but his glory was upon me; and I beheld 
his face, for I was transfigured before 
him.” (Moses 1:11)

2 Nephi 27:7

“ And in a day when the children of men shall esteem my words 
as naught and take many of them from the book which thou 
shalt write, behold, I will raise up another like unto thee; and 
they shall be had again among the children of men—among as 
many as shall believe.” (Moses 1:41)



Opening the Book
John
“And I saw in the right hand of him that 
sat on the throne a book written within 
and on the backside, sealed with 
seven seals.” (Revelation 5:1)

“And I wept much, because no man was 
found worthy to open and to read the 
book, neither to look thereon.” 
(Revelation 5:4)

“And one of the elders saith unto me, 
Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe 
of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed 
to open the book, and to loose the seven 
seals thereof.” (Revelation 5:5)

2 Nephi 27:7



Carrying a Book

2 Nephi 27:7

“And it came to pass that I, Nephi, 
beheld that they did prosper in the 
land; and I beheld a book, and it 
was carried forth among them.”
(1 Nephi 13:20)



Translating the Book

Joseph Smith
“And again, what do we hear? Glad 
tidings from Cumorah! Moroni, an angel 
from heaven, declaring the fulfilment of 
the prophets—the book to be 
revealed.”(D&C 128:20)

And he has translated the book, even 
that part which I have commanded him, 
and as your Lord and your God liveth it 
is true. (D&C 17:6)

2 Nephi 27:7

By the gift 
and power of 
God, Joseph 

Smith 
translated 

the Book of 
Mormon



Translating the Book
The Lord brought forth this book to help 
correct problems in the last days and to 
bring light to a darkened world. 

The Lord revealed to ancient prophets 
details concerning the coming forth of 
the Book of Mormon. 

Why does the Bible not mention the 
name “Book of Mormon”?

2 Nephi 27:9

The 
Book

of 
Mormon

ANOTHER TESTAMENT 
OF JESUS CHRIST

“And the book is delivered 
to him that is not learned, 
saying, Read this, I pray 
thee: and he saith, I am not 
learned.”
(Isaiah 29:12)

At length the time arrived for obtaining the plates, the Urim and 
Thummim, and the breastplate. On the twenty-second day of 
September, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven, having 
gone as usual at the end of another year to the place where they 
were deposited, the same heavenly messenger delivered them up to 
me with this charge: that I should be responsible for them; that if I 
should let them go carelessly, or through any neglect of mine, I 
should be cut off; but that if I would use all my endeavors 
to preserve them, until he, the messenger, should call for them, they 
should be protected. JS—H 1:59.

Him



Divine Assistance of  the Book 
“Joseph Smith could neither write nor dictate a 
coherent and well-worded letter; let alone 
dictat[e] a book like the Book of Mormon. …

“My belief is that the Book of Mormon is of divine 

authenticity—I have not the slightest doubt of it. I 

am satisfied that no man could have dictated the 

writing of the manuscripts unless he was inspired; 

for, when acting as his scribe, [he] would dictate to 

me hour after hour; and when returning after meals, 

or after interruptions, he would at once begin where 

he had left off, without either seeing the manuscript 

or having any portion of it read to him. This was a 

usual thing for him to do. It would have been 

improbable that a learned man could do this; and, 

for one so ignorant and unlearned as he was, it was 

simply impossible” 
Emma Smith



Read on the Housetops
“And the day cometh that the words of the book 
which were sealed shall be read upon the house 
tops; and they shall be read by the power of Christ; 
and all things shall be revealed unto the children of 
men which ever have been among the children of 
men, and which ever will be even unto the end of 
the earth.”

2 Nephi 27:11

Advances in travel and communication have helped the institutional Church move 
forward at a rapid pace in proclaiming the gospel. Media referrals are introducing 
our missionaries to more investigators. Church-produced videos help the 
missionaries explain the gospel message and the mission of the Church. But are 
we as individuals doing our part to move this holy work forward? Today the 
information highway, with all of its means of communication, affords an 
opportunity for us to carry the mission with a thousand fold greater speed…. 
Thousands of messengers, their feet shod with the gospel of peace, now go forth 
with the message of God.”
James E. Faust



Chosen Witnesses—Burden of  Proof

Who Shall View The Book?

2 Nephi 27:12

“In the mouth of two or three 
witnesses shall every word be 
established.” (2 Corinthians 13:1) “And behold, ye may be privileged that ye 

may show the plates unto those who shall 
assist to bring forth this work;
And unto three shall they be shown by the 
power of God; wherefore they shall know of 
a surety that these things are true.
And in the mouth of three witnesses shall 
these things be established; and 
the testimony of three, and this work, in the 
which shall be shown forth the power of God 
and also his word, of which the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost bear record—
and all this shall stand as a testimony against 
the world at the last day.” 
(Ether 5:2-4)

Read D&C 17
Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer, and Martin Harris were 
moved upon by an inspired desire to be the three special 
witnesses. Heading to D&C 17



None Shall View Save a Few

2 Nephi 27:13

“…they (the witnesses) repaired to a place in 
the woods where members of the Smith 
family were wont to hold secret prayer, and 
there the plates were shown to these eight 
witnesses by the prophet himself.”
(HC 1:58, note)

“By the words of three (specially, Isaiah, Nephi 
and Jacob). God hath said, I will establish my 
word. Nevertheless, God sendeth more 
witnesses, and he proveth all his words.” 



Take These to the Learned

2 Nephi 27:15-20

Martin Harris took copies of the engravings of the 
plates of the Book of Mormon to professor Anthon 
in New York.

Mr. Anthon answered Martin in almost the language 
of Isaiah, when he was informed that the book from 
which the characters were taken was sealed.

Said he: “I cannot read a sealed book.”

“How remarkable it is that Isaiah said that the words 
of the book were delivered to one who was learned 
and that the book was delivered to the one who was 
not learned. How perfectly this harmonizes with the 
history of the case respecting Mr. Anthon and Joseph 
Smith.”
Joseph Fielding Smith

Read 2 Nephi 15-20



More Than Just a Book

2 Nephi 27:15-20

“Granted, when one talks of the ancient texts themselves, the unlearned
cannot read the ancient languages in which the texts are written. And the
scholars, who can read the ancient texts, often lack gospel insights and the
prophetic perspectives recorded in the scriptures outside the bible. Thus,
they may be able to read the text, but they do not really understand the
spiritual message of the writing.” Victor L. Ludlow

“Therefore, whoso readeth it, let 
him understand, for the Spirit manifesteth
truth;
And whoso is enlightened by the Spirit shall 
obtain benefit therefrom;
And whoso receiveth not by the Spirit, cannot 
be benefited. Therefore it is not needful that 
it should be translated. Amen.”
D&C 91:4-6



Touch Not—A Sealed Portion

2 Nephi 27:21-22

“Touch not the things which are sealed, for I will bring them forth in mine own due time; for I will 
show unto the children of men that I am able to do mine own work.”

“And now I, Moroni, have 
written the words which 
were commanded me, 
according to my memory; 
and I have told you the 
things which I 
have sealed up; therefore 
touch them not in order 
that ye may translate; for 
that thing is forbidden 
you, except by and by it 
shall be wisdom in God.”
(Ether 5:1)

What is the “sealed portion” of the Book of 
Mormon, and will we ever know what’s in it?

When Moroni was finishing the Book of Mormon record, he was 
commanded to seal up some of the plates, and Joseph Smith was 
later commanded not to translate them. This sealed portion 
contains the complete record of the vision of the brother of Jared 
(see Ether 4:4–5). This vision included “all things from the 
foundation of the world unto the end thereof” (2 Nephi 27:10–
11; see also Ether 3:25). So basically the Lord revealed to the 
brother of Jared the history of mankind, and the sealed portion of 
the plates was Moroni’s translated copy of it.
According to Joseph Smith’s associates
who saw the golden plates, anywhere
from half to two-thirds of all the plates
were in the sealed portion.  
Oct. 2011



God of  Miracles

2 Nephi 27:23

“God has the power to reveal truth to
man, the power to make known all
things from the beginning to the end,
even those mysteries contained on the
record of the brother of Jared.

God is the Omnipotent One, being a
miracles who is able to convey verities
and perform acts which are beyond the
power of mortal man to comprehend.
But he is also the Omniscient One and,
knowing perfectly the thoughts and
intents of all his creation, is able to
discern who is ready to receive what.”
JFM and RLM

Hubble Space Image 

“…it is by faith that 
miracles are wrought…” 
(Moroni 7:17)



Our Day

2 Nephi 27:24-25

Nephi quoting Isaiah 29:13-24

“These words evidence that Isaiah saw 
our day, witnessed the erection of the 
glorious gospel standard—the ensign to 
the nations—among the latter-day 
Saints, and acknowledged that such a 
restoration was indeed a marvelous 
work and a wonder.”
JFM and RLM

Drew near unto me with their mouth— “In speaking of the churches of 
the ninetieth century, the risen Lord said to the boy prophet Joseph 
Smith that “they were all wrong” and that “all their creeds were an 
abomination in his sight; that those professors were all corrupt; that: 
“they draw near to me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me, 
they teach for doctrines the commandments of men, having a form of 
godliness, but they deny the power thereof’ ”
Joseph Smith

Precepts of man—Philosophies of men



A Marvelous Work

2 Nephi 27:25-27

The work of the Restoration is both
marvelous and wonderful. In our
day, in our final dispensation of
grace, “shall the Father work a
work,”

Jesus taught the Nephites. “which
shall be a great and a marvelous
work, among them; and there shall
be among them those who will not
believe it, although a man shall
declare it unto them.”
(3 Nephi 21:9)

Wisdom of their wise and learned shall perish—
“A library containing the wisdom of man is not of 
equal worth to a single sentence uttered by the 
power of the Holy Ghost.”
JFM and RLM

Seek deep to hide their counsel from the Lord—Hebrew word sod, usually translated
as counsel in KJV, may also be secret (Amos 3:7)

Those who try desperately to hide their secrets, their secret acts from him who sees
and knows all things. –works of darkness



“That glorious day dawned in the year 1820, when a boy, earnest and with faith, walked 
into a grove of trees and lifted his voice in prayer, seeking that wisdom which he felt he so 
much needed.

“There came in response a glorious manifestation. God the Eternal Father and the risen 
Lord Jesus Christ appeared and spoke with him. The curtains which had been closed for 
much of two millennia were parted to usher in the dispensation of the fulness of times. 
There followed the restoration of the holy priesthood, first the Aaronic, and then the 
Melchizedek, under the hands of those who had held it anciently. Another testament, 
speaking as a voice from the dust, came forth as a second witness to the reality and the 
divinity of the Son of God, the great Redeemer of the world.

“Keys of divine authority were restored, including those keys which were necessary to 
bind together families for time and eternity in a covenant which death could not destroy.
“The stone was small in the beginning. It was hardly noticeable. But it has grown steadily 
and is rolling forth to fill the earth” 
Gordon B. Hinckley



Things Upside Down

2 Nephi 27:27-31

The plainness of the Book of Mormon brings hearing
to those who have not yet heard, sight to those who
have not yet seen; the pages of this ancient volume
are filled with solemn and sacred sounds, with bright
and brilliant rays of light.

Watching with Iniquity--
Those who are ever alert for the 
opportunity to do evil

The Meek– the Poor—Rejoice
“Those unencumbered by the
vanities of men, those who are
eager and earnest in their quest
for eternal life—these are they in
the latter days who shall glory in
the message of the Restoration,
who shall rejoice in the testimony
of the Holy One of Israel set forth
by the Book of Mormon.”
JFM and RLM

Stirring up the hearts
and minds of people



Lay a Snare for Him

2 Nephi 27:32-35

The Lord condemns those seeking to misuse or abuse his words,
and those whom he has sent, making the innocent an “offender
for a word.”

Those who cry transgression do it because they are the servants
of sin, and are the children of disobedience themselves. (D&C
121:16-17)

“And they that make a man an offender for a word,
and lay a snare for him that reproveth in the gate,
and turn aside the just for a thing of naught.”

Reprove in the Gate--Princes 
and judges would sit at the gate 
to discharge their official duties. 

“Those who make themselves judges of others, who are
eagerly looking for their neighbors or Church leaders to
make mistakes so they can criticize them.”
see (D&C 45:50) John Bytheway



Jacob Shall Not Be Ashamed

2 Nephi 27:33-35

Jacob---The people of Israel

Wax pale—be ashamed—embarrased

No longer will the people of Israel hang
down their heads in sorrow.
The beginning of the Father's work in the
last days—the work of gathering.

Erred in Spirit—The Restoration shall 
sweep away theological cobwebs, the 
abomination of man-made creeds, and 
mistaken notions concerning God, man, 
and the purpose of existence.

Sanctify the Holy One—to reverence the 
God of heaven through true and proper 
worship—serve God in righteousness

Shall learn doctrine—People murmur when 
they know not the dealings of that God who 
created them (1 Nephi 2:12). 

However: Those that seek the light of Christ can 
participate in the ordinances of salvation and 
learn of the doctrine of Christ.



What Does It All Mean?

2 Nephi 27:33-35

Isaiah teaches us of the preeminence of 
the Book of Mormon in our Heavenly 
Father’s plan, the importance of the 
mission of the Prophet Joseph Smith, and 
of our own place as part of the marvelous 
work and a wonder so long foretold.
John Bytheway

“More than seven hundred years before the birth of 
Jesus Christ the Lord spoke through Isaiah of the coming 
forth of the Book of Mormon and the restoration of the 
Gospel. Isaiah, by prophecy, spoke of the restoration of 
the new and everlasting covenant, and the Lord 
performing a ‘marvelous work and a wonder,’ which 
should cause ‘the wisdoms of their wise men’ to be 
hid….this marvelous work is the restoration of the 
Church and the Gospel with all the power and authority, 
keys and blessings which pertain to their great work for 
the salvation of the children of men.”
Joseph Fielding Smith



Sources:

Bruce R. McConkie Mormon Doctrine pg. 209
Victor L. Ludlow Unlocking Isaiah in the Book of Mormon pg 207-215
Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon pg. 312-327
Boyd K. Packer, “The One Pure Defense” [evening with a General Authority, Feb. 6, 2004], 4).

James E. Faust This is Our Day April Conf. 1999
Joseph Fielding Smith Doctrines of Salvation 3:213-214
Oct. 2011 Ensign Common Questions… (see Kirk B. Henrichsen, “What Did the Golden Plates Look Like?”New Era, July 
2007, 31).
Joseph Smith History 1:19
Emma Smith “Last Testimony of Sister Emma,” The Saints’ Herald, vol. 26, no. 19 [Oct. 1, 1879], 290).

Gordon B. Hinckley(“At the Summit of the Ages,” Ensign, Nov. 1999, 74).
John Bytheway Isaiah for Airheads pg. 164
Joseph Fielding Smith quoted in Isaiah Plain and Simple Brewster pg 168
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NEPHI’S PROPHECY 
OF WHAT THE MAN 
WOULD DO

THE MAN’S NAME THE FULFILLMENT 
OF THE PROPHECY
JOSEPH SMITH
HISTORY 1:63-65

1st Man
(“not learned”)
2 Nephi 27:9; 15,19

2nd Man
(“another”)
2 Nephi 27:15,17

3rd Man 
(“learned”)
2 Nephi 27:15-18



The Sealed Book 2 Nephi 27:10:

The book being “sealed” can refer to the Book of Mormon, in general, being protected against unauthorized possession or use. It can 

also refer to a specific portion of the golden plates that were physically sealed off (“the revelation which was sealed” [2 Nephi 27:10]). 

This sealed portion contains a vision revealing “all things from the foundation of the world unto the end thereof” (2 Nephi 27:10), 

given to the brother of Jared (see Ether 3:25–27; 4:4–5; see also the chart titled “The Plates and Their Relationship to the Published 

Book of Mormon,” located in the appendix of this manual). Nephi prophesied that the sealed portion of the Book of Mormon would 

be brought forth in the “due time of the Lord” (2 Nephi 27:10).

More Scriptures? 2 Nephi 27:11

“Many more scriptural writings will yet come to us, including those of Enoch (see D&C 107:57), all of the writings of the Apostle John 

(see Ether 4:16), the records of the lost tribes of Israel (see 2 Nephi 29:13), and the approximately two-thirds of the Book of Mormon 

plates that were sealed: ‘And the day cometh that the words of the book which were sealed shall be read upon the house tops; and 

they shall be read by the power of Christ; and all things shall be revealed unto the children of men which ever have been among the 

children of men, and which ever will be even unto the end of the earth’ (2 Nephi 27:11)” (Neal A. Maxwell, A Wonderful Flood of 

Light [1990], 18).

By the Gift and Power of God 2 Nephi 27:20-21:
In writing the title page of the Book of Mormon, the prophet Moroni said that the interpretation of the record 
would “come forth by the gift and power of God.” At the time Joseph Smith received the golden plates, he also 
received the Urim and Thummim, which the Lord had prepared for translating the plates (see Joseph Smith—
History 1:33–35, 59, 62). Joseph Smith also used a small oval stone referred to as a seer stone, which he had 
obtained years before. Several scribes and others who observed the translation described how “Joseph placed 
either the interpreters or the seer stone in a hat, pressed his face into the hat to block out extraneous light, and 
read aloud the English words that appeared on the instrument” (“Book of Mormon Translation,” Gospel 
Topics, topics.lds.org). When asked about the process of translation, Joseph Smith responded that it had been 
done “by the gift and power of God.” (For more information, see “Book of Mormon Translation,” Gospel 
Topics, topics.lds.org; Richard E. Turley Jr., Robin S. Jensen, and Mark Ashurst-McGee, “Joseph the 
Seer,” Ensign, Oct. 2015, 49–54.)


