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John the Baptist: 
Son of Zacharias and Elisabeth, being of priestly descent through both parents. This lineage was 
essential, since John was the embodiment of the law of Moses, designed to prepare the way 
for the Messiah and make ready a people to receive Him. He was the outstanding bearer of the 
Aaronic Priesthood in all history and was entrusted with its most noble mission.

We learn that he was “ordained by an angel,” when he was eight days of age, to 
overthrow the kingdom of the Jews and to prepare a people for the Lord. We learn 
also that he was baptized while yet in his childhood (D&C 84:27–28). On May 15, 
1829, this same John came to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery near Harmony, 
Pennsylvania, and ordained these men to the Priesthood of Aaron (D&C 13; 27:7–
8; JS—H 1:68–72). Thus his ministry has operated in three dispensations: he was 
the last of the prophets under the law of Moses, he was the first of the New 
Testament prophets, and he brought the Aaronic Priesthood to the dispensation of 
the fulness of times.
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