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Ideas:

Page 2 handout
Page 2 and 3 Copy page 2. Cut out for children and have them paste on 
page 3
OR
Page 4 and 5 Handouts
OR
Page 6- copy for each child
Page 7-12 Read scriptures and match picture to scripture and statements. 
See page 4 for example

Included Page 14-21 are pictures of Parable
Or download the Power Point “Parable of Zion” on Website
Page 22. From Old Manual about the meaning of the parable



Zion is the Choice 
land in His 

vineyard—Jackson 
County, Missouri

The Olive Trees are 
the settlements of 

the Saints
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SaviorD&C 

101:44



The Servants 
are the 

members of 
the Church

The watchmen are 
the Officers of the 

Church

D&C 
101:45



Had they built it as 
directed, it would have 

been a spiritual refuge for 
them, for from it the 

Lord’s watchmen could 
have seen by revelation 
the movements of the 

enemy from afar. 

While yet building in Zion, 
they become at variance 
with each other and do 
not build the tower or 
Temple whose site had 
been dedicated as early 

as August 3, 1831. 

The Tower 
is the 

Temple of 
the Lord
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The members of 
the Church 

begin to build 
the temple--

1833
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The members 
decided that since 

all was peaceful 
there was no need 
to build a Temple 

and wanted to use 
the money for 
other purposes
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101:47-50
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The members of 
the Church fled

The enemy—
mobbers-- came at 

night and destroyed 
the foundations of 

the Temple

D&C 
101:51



The Lord rebuked 
the members for 
not building and 

watching over the 
Church

D&C 
101:53-55

Go to Zion with 
Joseph Smith—
redeem the 
purchased lands—do 
not start a war



Zion’s Camp—
Joseph Smith 

gathered up men as 
directed by the 

revelation from the 
Lord 

D&C 
101:57-62

There were 204 men, 10 
women, and 7 children 

who participated in 
Zion’s Camp



D&C 101:44–64. What Does This Parable Refer To?
“It would seem that the parable is to be interpreted in this way: the nobleman is the Lord, whose choice land in His vineyard is Zion in 
Missouri. The places where the Saints live in Zion are the olive trees. The servants are the Latter-day Saint settlers, and the watchmen are 
their officers in the Church. While yet building in Zion, they become at variance with each other and do not build the tower or Temple 
whose site had been dedicated as early as August 3, 1831. Had they built it as directed, it would have been a spiritual refuge for them, for 
from it the Lord’s watchmen could have seen by revelation the movements of the enemy from afar. This foreknowledge would have saved 
them and their hard work when the enemy made his assault.
“But the Saints in Missouri were slothful, lax, and asleep. The enemy came, and the Missouri persecutions were the result. The Lord’s 
people were scattered and much of their labors wasted. The Almighty rebuked His people, as we have already seen, but He commanded 
one of His servants (vs. 55), Joseph Smith (103:21), to gather the ‘strength of Mine house’ and rescue His lands and possessions gathered 
against them.
“Subsequently, the Prophet and his brethren in the famous Zion’s Camp did go to Missouri in 1834 in an attempt to carry out the terms of 
the parable. Before they went, additional revelation was received (see 103:21–28) concerning the redemption of Zion. The brethren were 
instructed to try to buy land in Missouri, not to use force; and if the enemy came against them, they were to bring a curse upon them. 
Zion was not redeemed at that time but we may look for it in the not-too-distant future. … It will be redeemed when the Lord wills it.” 
(Sperry, Compendium, pp. 521–22.)
Though Joseph Smith followed the Lord’s instructions to gather together the “strength of my house” (D&C 103:22) by organizing Zion’s 
Camp to redeem Zion, the Lord’s purpose in sending them and His will concerning the redemption of Zion were not fully understood by 
His people. The redemption of Zion did not take place at that time. When the servant in the parable asked when the land would be
possessed, the Lord responded, “When I will” (D&C 101:60).
The parable further states that all things will be fulfilled “after many days” (v. 62), which indicates that a long period of time would pass 
before Zion would be redeemed. The redemption of Zion still had not taken place even after the Saints had been expelled from Missouri 
and from Nauvoo. The Lord then told Brigham Young that “Zion shall be redeemed in mine own due time” (D&C 136:18). The redemption 
of Zion (meaning, the city of New Jerusalem in Missouri) is still future, although it is much closer now than it was when the Saints first 
sought to regain their inheritance there.
The time of Zion’s redemption is referred to in Doctrine and Covenants 58:44; 105:15, 37. Compare the parable in Doctrine and Covenants 
101 with those given in Isaiah 5:1–7 and Matthew 21:33–46.

Source: The Saints Are “Cast Out from the Land of Their Inheritance”
“Section 101, The Saints Are ‘Cast Out from the Land of Their Inheritance’” Doctrine and Covenants Student 
Manual (2002), 238–45


